
Three years ago the automotive workshop purchased a 2007 Mazda BT50 turbo 
diesel.  It was a written off vehicle purchased through an insurance auction 
house, a rollover which meant it was still mechanically undamaged.  Some of 
you may remember the vehicle from College Open Day last year.   
 
Most of the body has been removed but the BT50 is still 90% mechanically and 
electrically complete. It has been used in a lot for training already and can still 
be driven. 
 
Our Year 12 students are now giving the “beast” a new makeover.  The vehicle 
has been disassembled into its main parts.  Each of the major systems will then 
be painted a different colour to enable students to easily identify a set of compo-
nents that make up that system, braking or suspension for example.  The colour 
coding combined with the BT50 nudity will make it an even better teaching tool .  
 
Peter Kemp 
Automotives 
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Auto project “state of the art…”   

Students from the Year 12 Automo-

tive Course will be part of this ex-

citing new project.  

Pictured L-R: Isaac Pomery, Sam Foy, 

Robert Smith, Dean Marley, Casey 

Perkins, Isaac Lott, Jay Montgomery 

and Macca Daw 



After a very mild and relatively dry summer 
on the South Coast the days are already 
shortening and cooling – too soon it seems 
winter’s on the way.  The other thing that 
seems to be arriving too soon is the end of 
Term 1!  By the time you read this news-
letter it will be Week 9, there’ll be one week 
left until the holidays and our Year 12’s may 
be reflecting on the realisation they’ve al-
ready completed a third of their final year of 
school.  It just highlights how none of our 
students, particularly in Year 12, can afford 
to miss any days of school unless it’s abso-
lutely necessary. 

2017 Student Council 

Congratulations to the following students 
who were recently elected by their peers 
and College staff to become student council-
lors: 

Year 10: Sharna Capelli, Aisha Douglas, 
Hayley Pitts and Ethan Willey 
Year 11: Tahnee Montgomery, Mikayla 
Moolman, Gareth Korpel and Ambrose 
Taylor. 

These eight students will join our cur-
rent Year 12 student prefects: Leah 
Winter, Lacy McAlinden, Emma Steele, 
Shannon Hull and Gus Thomas to form 
our 2017 Student Council. 

Special congratulations to Leah Winter 
and Shannon Hull for being selected as 
our 2017 School Captains. 

Wagin Woolorama and Gate 2 Plate 

Wagin Woolorama is our first major 
agricultural show involvement of the 
year and a great opportunity for our 
students and the College to interact 

positively with the industry.  The weather at 
Wagin was just about perfect this year and 
our students performed well in a range of 
events achieving many good results.  It was 
also good to catch up with many of our par-
ents there for the day supporting their son 
or daughter.   

Woolorama provides a good ‘tune up’ for 
the Gate 2 Plate Schools Challenge which 
took place last week in  Albany.  The College 
won the Schools Challenge last year and 
performed strongly again this year, finishing 
in second place behind Harvey Ag.   

Farm Management Plan 

With the impending retirement of our Farm 
Supervisor Fred Knight the College has en-
gaged the services of farm consultant Paul 
Omodei from Planfarm and Maree Gooch 
from Belay Consulting to put together a 
comprehensive Farm Management Plan for 
the College farm.  While it is an expensive 
undertaking, Fred has been the Farm Super-
visor at the College for an extraordinary 
thirty-seven years and we are very mindful 
that we need a clear plan in place for his 
successor.   

As part of the Farm Management Plan pro-
cess we’re surveying graduates back to 2005 
to identify the careers they’ve moved into 
and how they think their training program at 
the College has been.  The survey can be 
accessed via the following link: 

https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/
DenmarkAgGraduateDestinationSurvey 

Robotic Dairy 

For those parents yet to see our robotic 
dairy in action our Head of Studies Mark 
Boynton and his IT students recently put 
together an excellent little video showing 
how it works.  Adding to the ‘high-tech’ 
theme, a drone was used for some of the 
footage.  The video has been posted on our 
website and Facebook page or can be ac-
cessed via the following link: 

http://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/the-

college/ 
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From the Principal’s desk 
Fred has been the Farm Supervisor at the College for an extraordinary thirty-seven years 
and we are very mindful that we need a clear plan in place for his successor.   

College Student Council comprising Year 10 & Year 11 Student Councillors and 
Year 12 Prefects . 

Back Row: Ambrose Taylor, Gareth Korpel & Gus Thomas 

Middle Row: Ethan Willey, Sharna Capelli, Aisha Douglas, Tahnee Montgomery & 
Shannon Hull 

Front Row: Mr Osborne, Mikayla Moolman, Haylee Pitts, Emma Steele, Leah Winter 
& Lacy McAlinden 

https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/DenmarkAgGraduateDestinationSurvey
https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/DenmarkAgGraduateDestinationSurvey
http://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/the-college/
http://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/the-college/


Annual Board Meeting 

Late last year the College was selected to become an Independent Public School (IPS) 
and since that time our ‘old’ School Council has been smoothly transitioning into our 
new School Board under the careful guidance of our Board Chair, Steve Jones.   

One date that I encourage all parents to write down in their diary is Tuesday June 6.  
This is the date for our Annual Board Meeting where an Annual Report on the Board’s 
functioning over the past twelve months will be presented.  This meeting is open to 
the public and we have timed it to try and give as many parents as possible the oppor-
tunity to attend. 

Gate2Plate Runner-ups 

 
 
 
 
 

The College’s new School Board minus parent member Neels Delport.  Pictured 
from Left to Right:  Mark Boynton, Deb Perkins, Steve Jones (Chairman), Angela 
Wheatley, Dane Carter, Kevin Osborne (Principal), Julie Marsh, and Steve Swallow. 
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From the Principal’s desk cont... 

Introducing your IPS Board Members 

Kevin Osborne 

Kevin.Osborne@education.wa.edu.au 

Anzac Day Parade 

This year Anzac Day falls on the Tuesday 
in the first week of Term 2.  It means resi-
dential students will be required to return 
to school on the Tuesday afternoon to 
start their educational program on 
Wednesday morning.  Traditionally Col-
lege students participate in the Anzac Day 
Parade and the Commemoration Service 
in Denmark starting at 10.30 am.  While it 
may be difficult for residential students to 
attend I am hoping we can get as many 
locally-based students as possible to join 
me in the parade. 

School Enrolment Interviews 

We have already commenced our student 
enrolment interviews for 2018.  Given the 
very strong demand for places I would 
urge anyone who is thinking of trying to 
secure a place for their son or daughter to 
do so as soon as possible.  Expression of 
Interest and application forms can be 
downloaded from our website.   

Last Day of Term 1 

To ensure that residential students and 
their parents have sufficient time to travel 
home safely in daylight there will be an 
early 2.10 pm finish on Friday April 7 – the 
last day of Term 1. 

Above: Back Row: Taj Bentink, Robert Smith, Ben Snell, Lilly Loessl, Fraser 
McKee  Front Row: Tennika Gibbs, Chelsea Butterworth, Lilly Barton 

Term 1 Finish  

and  

Term 2 Commencement  

Parents and Guardians are reminded 

that Term 1 finishes at 2.10pm on  

Friday 7th April, 2017 

Classes re-commence for  

all students on  

Wednesday 26th April, 2017 

at 8am. 



Page 4 

Wagin Woolorama 

College students travelled to the Wagin 
Woolorama on the 10th and 11th March 
2017. Over 25 students were involved in the 
junior judging, wool handling and parading 
competitions at the show. Once again the 
conduct and attitude of our students was 
very pleasing. 

Congratulations to Robert Smith and Jo 
Lange who achieved 1st and 5th place re-
spectively in the Cattle junior judging event. 
Also, congratulations to Shannon Hull (3rd 
Merino junior judging) and Caitlin Wilson 
(3rd Meat sheep junior judging). In the team 
Merino judging event, our girls team 
(Maddie Wheatley, Emma Steele, Lacy 
McAlinden and Lioune Delport) achieved 
second place, an outstanding effort and 
probably our best result in this competition 
for a number of years. 

Well done to all students and remember, 
we don’t expect you to win, just participate. 
In particular I was very impressed with the 
number of Year 10 and 11 students who 
were involved in junior judging for the first 
time and had only limited training and prac-
tice prior to Woolorama. I am sure they will 
do very well at similar events at the Perth 
Royal Show and Albany Show later this year. 
Thank you to College staff James Skipper, 
Alex Bentink, Brian Taylor and Jenny Scahill 
for their supervision of students at Woolo-
rama and Fred Knight, Neville Koenig and 
Colyn and Shelby Garnett of Willenenup 
Merino Stud for their assistance with the 
training of students prior to the event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Deputy 
Well done to all students and remember …. 

Above: Taj Bentink, Jo Lange and Robert Smith with the judges 

Above: Te’anna Bain (left) and Robert Smith (right) in 
the beef cattle parading event. Below: Taj Bentink, 
Amy Pollard and Te’anna Bain Left: Charlie Richard-
son Far Left: Ben Hegney  



The first round of OLNA testing for those 
Year 10, 11 and 12 students yet to meet the 
minimum standard has now been complet-
ed.  As soon as the results are available to us 
we will forward the information on to stu-
dents and parents.  It is important to note 
that students have up to six opportunities 
(two per year) from Year 10 to Year 12 to 
demonstrate the literacy and numeracy 
standard.  The next round of testing this 
year will be in September. 

Q Fever Vaccinations 

A number of parents gave their consent 
earlier in the year for their son/daughter to 
be vaccinated against Q Fever. Whilst vac-
cination is not compulsory, it is highly rec-
ommended that all new students to the 
College are vaccinated. 

Q fever is a disease that affects humans and 
animals. The organism is uncommon but 
may be found in cattle, sheep, goats and 
other domestic mammals, as these animals 
are carriers of the disease. Humans can pick 
up the bacteria when they come into con-
tact with faeces, urine, milk and blood of 
these animals. Any possibility of infection 
can be prevented by vaccination.  

 The cost of the vaccination will be up to 
$290.  All costs are charged at the rate of 
the provider.  The vaccination and associat-
ed tests cannot be claimed through Medi-
care. Parents who have provided consent 
for their son/daughter to be vaccinated 
against Q Fever will be forwarded an invoice 
this week. Q Fever vaccination payments 
are required in advance of the treatment 
which has been set for Weeks 2 and 3 of 
Term 2. 

Progress Reports 

Student Progress Reports will be posted out 
to parents during the final week of Term 
One.  While the Progress Reports do not 
provide information on predicted grades, 
they do provide feedback on a range of im-
portant work attributes that will give par-
ents and students a very good indication of 
how things are progressing at school.  I en-
courage parents to contact College teaching 
and training staff if they require further in-
formation about their son/daughters pro-
gress.  

Steve Swallow 

Steve.Swallow@education.wa.edu.au 
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Deputy Principal cont ... 

Work Experience Final Week of Term 2 

 I have already received enquiries from stu-
dents about options for the final week of 
Term 2 from June 26 – June 30.   

The following options will be available to 
students in the final week of Term 2: 

 Year 10’s will have the option of partici-
pating in Country Week Sport or continuing 
at the College with their normal College pro-
gram. 

 Year 11’s and 12’s will have the option 
of participating in Country Week or under-
taking a one-week work experience place-
ment. 

Year 12 students who are enrolled in a Cer-
tificate III Agriculture will also have the op-
tion of staying at the College and continuing 
to work towards this qualification. 

Additional Work Experience for Year 12 
Trades and Agricultural Studies Students 

 The College recognises the importance of 
our students, particularly those who are 
apprenticeship, traineeship or employment 
bound, experiencing a range of different 
work places during their training program.  
We also acknowledge that work experience 
placements, particularly for our Year 12 
Trades and Agricultural Studies students, 
often lead to apprenticeship or job offers 
the following year. 

In light of this, an additional one-week block 
of work experience is available for all Year 
12 Trades and Agricultural Studies students 
in the second last week of Term 2.  These 
students then have the option of completing 
another week of work experience in the 
final week of term or participating in Coun-
try Week. 

Information regarding work experience for 
our Year 12 Trades and Agricultural Studies 
students during the last two weeks (or just 
the second-last week if students are in-
volved in Country Week) of Term 2 will be 
coming out to parents shortly.   

As soon as the Country Week teams are 
finalised we will also be sending out work 
experience information to the parents of 
those Year 11 students who will not be 
attending Country Week. 

Maths Tutoring 

College Maths teacher Deb Hatch is running 
Maths tutoring sessions on Monday nights 
between 7.00-8.30pm. These sessions are 
open to both residential and day students. I 
encourage all students who may be finding 
Maths challenging   to attend, in particular  

ATAR students and those students 
who are still working towards meeting 
the requirements of the OLNA numer-
acy test. 

Equine 

The College is very pleased with the 
number of students involved with the 
equine programme and the number 
of student-owned horses on site. It 
does however create some issues, in 
particular when horses come back to 
the College at the beginning of each 
term. I ask parents and equine stu-
dents to assist by considering the fol-
lowing; 

 Horses must return home by the 
end of each term for the school holi-
days.  Please liaise with Equine train-
er, Tracy Cooper about the return of 
your horse at the beginning of the 
following term. The College no longer 
requires horses to go into quarantine 
for a 24-48 hour period, however 
horses must be checked for general 
health (including body temperature) 
and be administered a parasite treat-
ment prior to being placed in a Col-
lege paddock. 

 Please inform Tracy Cooper with 
at least 3 days notice if you intend to 
remove your horse from the College 
during the term. 

      At the present time spurs are not 
to be used at the College. We under-
stand that in some situations spurs 
can assist some riders, however ad-
vice from industry recommends that 
other methods are usually better for 
the horse and rider. 

Please contact either myself or Tracy 
Cooper if you require further infor-
mation. 

OLNA Testing 

Students need to demonstrate a mini-
mum standard of literacy and numer-
acy (in addition to a number of other 
requirements) to achieve a Western 
Australian Certificate of Education 
(WACE) at the end of Year 12. Stu-
dents can meet this standard by 
demonstrating Band 8 or higher in the 
NAPLAN reading, writing and numera-
cy tests in Year 9 or by meeting the 
minimum standard of the reading, 
writing and numeracy components of 
the Online Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment in Year 10, 11 or 12. 



Week 9 - Goodbye Summer and HELLO to 
my favourite season….Djeran – the Autumn.  
The weather cools and the winds swing 
around to the southwest; a key indicator of 
the change of season is the great surf and 
the cool nights that once again bring a dewy 
presence for us to discover in the early 
mornings. 

Black Dog Ride  

The Black Dog Ride – Denmark 1 dayer start-
ed with a Lions cooked breakfast; after a 
safety briefing we took off from Kwoorabup 
Park.  The sound of 140 bikes riding in close 
quarters would have woken anyone from 
their Sunday morning slumber; we lapped 
the town centre and then made our way out 
of town with a multitude of locals standing 
on the roadside (most in pyjamas) waving us 
on, we headed out along Scotsdale across to 
Churchill and north east to Mt Barker via 
Narrikup Road (Denbarker Road could do 
with some money spent on it); Lions of Mt 
Barker served up a sumptuous morning tea, 
onward we went through the beautiful scen-
ery of the Porongorups exiting out onto 
Chester Pass Road and then a rather speedy 
run (no speed limits broken) into Albany.  
We were met by the police who escorted us 

through the city centre and then onto 
Lower Denmark Road where we fanged 
it all the way home.  This particular 
part of the ride provides some sweep-
ing bends that can sometimes be a 
little disconcerting for the pillion.  As 
we rumbled into Denmark our students 
greeted the riders on Jack Moore Ave-
nue and guided the bikes up to the rear 
car park.  The weather was perfect and 
the day went without a hitch.  

Graeme Raine spoke to our students in 
the gymnasium regarding the origins of 
the Black Dog Ride and spoke about 
seeking help early and to remember 
that depression is an illness, not a 
weakness and effective treatments are 
available.  It is important to seek help 
early and with the right treatment 
most people recover.  If you are con-
cerned that you or someone you know 
may have depression or anxiety talk to 
a doctor or another health professional 
today.  If we talk about depression and 
work together we can make a differ-
ence. 

Lunch was provided by the College for 
a $10.00 per head donation to the BDR; 

the lunch raised $1000; thank you to our 
kitchen staff for providing a delicious array 
of food for the riders.  The lunch was appre-
ciated by all. 

**WE NEED TO TALK** 

8 people lose their lives to suicide each day 
in Australia, and every 10 minutes someone 
in our communities will attempt suicide. We 
need to talk about this. 

Black Dog Ride’s iconic annual 1 Dayer aims 
to start a national conversation about de-
pression and suicide prevention. Awareness 
and acceptance are the main catalysts for 
people to seek support for mental illness. 

Get the country talking, drag the black dog 
out of the closet and ride with your local 1 
Dayer. 

http://www.blackdogride.com.au/view/
upcomingrides 

https://www.facebook.com/BlackDogRide 

From the Residential Manager 

Goodbye Summer and HELLO to my favourite season …. 
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Above and Right: An impressive 140 riders  coursed their way up Jack Moore Avenue to the 

College  where they joined students for a fundraising lunch and presentation. 

Above: Graeme Raine speaking to our 
students in the gymnasium about the 
origins of the Black Dog Ride 

http://www.blackdogride.com.au/view/upcomingrides
http://www.blackdogride.com.au/view/upcomingrides
https://www.facebook.com/BlackDogRide


Residential Manager cont... 
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WA College of Agriculture – Cunderdin and Harvey – Gate to Plate  

Cunderdin and Harvey visited the College in week 8 for the above event; they made 
themselves comfortable in the gymnasium and our blue room; I am not so sure they 
enjoyed our cooler wet weather?  Our mornings and evenings are very crisp but the 
days are just glorious.  Come back soon, we enjoy hosting other Colleges at Denmark 
Ag; the Great Southern has so much to see and enjoy.  Book your weekend away soon. 

 

WA College of Agriculture – Cunderdin Surf Camp 

24 Cunderdin students have returned to Denmark for another weekend surf camp on 
the south coast.  Autumn is the best time to be in our water as the temperature feels 
relatively warm.  Mike Neunuebel has been putting them through their paces at the 
surf school which is always entertaining at the very least.   

Harvey Sports Carnival 

The combined agricultural college’s sports carnival will be held over the weekend of 1-
2 April, we will be leaving after lunch on Friday 31st March and heading over with the 
squad of 50 students and 6 staff.  I have not attended the Harvey weekend but it 
sounds like a lot of fun.  This is an opportunity for the Colleges to compete but to also 
socialise; something we should strive to do more of….if only we had more time!  

End of Term 1 Travel Arrangements 

Please confirm your travel arrangements for the end of Term 1 as soon as you are able.  
I will be booking bus tickets for Friday 7th April or Saturday 8th April (depending on 
availability) and return tickets, if required.  The return time is always booked for stu-
dents to arrive together in the afternoon of the return day (Tuesday 25th April) for one 
pick up; tickets that are changed so as to arrive at a later time will incur a pick up fee 
by the College of $100.00. 

A reminder re Home Weekends and End of Term  

The College organises travel arrangements (bus tickets) for home weekends (1 per 
term) and again at the end of each term.  All other weekend travel during the term is 
to be arranged by the parent.  Please  advise the school or your child of the travel ar-
rangements for the home weekend and for the end of each term. If additional tickets 
are booked by the parent a charge will be incurred as above.  Thank you. 

Leavers Jackets 2017  

Year 12’s have finalised their 2017 leavers jacket; the order has been placed; the jack-
ets will arrive for distribution during the first weeks of Term 2.  Jackets will not be re-
leased to students until $98.00 is paid in full. Thank you. 

Residential Matters 

Health and Wellbeing 

The College continues to provide support to 
students requiring doctors and other health 
related appointments. Where possible the-
se appointments are made outside of 
school hours to minimise disruption to the 
school program. For any follow up appoint-
ments with specialists the College asks par-
ents and carers where possible to make 
these during school holidays. 

Please contact the College if your child has 
any medical imaging needs before appoint-
ments are made in Albany. Medical Imaging 
is no longer available in Denmark. When 
students are ill in residence the College will 
provide immediate care and will arrange 
necessary medical appointments. To mini-
mise the spread of illness all students who 
are ill are required to remain in their rooms, 
eat after all other students and minimise 
contact with other students until recov-
ered. If students are unable to participate in 
the learning program for more than one 
day the College will contact families to dis-
cuss alternative care arrangements. 

Medication 

Reminder for all parents and students that 
you are required to hand in any medication 
that you have to Residential staff so that it 
can be recorded and stored appropriately. 

Weekend Leave 

Please ensure weekend leave forms are in 
by close of business Wednesday so that we 
can prepare for the weekend accordingly. 
The College will contact you if there are any 
concerns regarding leave arrangements. 
Student safety is our utmost concern with 
regard to leave arrangements. 

College Uniforms 

Can you please check your students uni-
form; in particular 11 & 12’s to make sure 
students are not wearing clothing that is 
too small, ripped, stained etc.; boots also.  
We do have some second hand uniforms; 
please contact me or the laundry staff for 
that information. 

Vehicle Forms 

Please make sure all forms are up-to-date 
and that any vehicle or motorbike that 
comes on to site has been approved and all 
appropriate paperwork has been complet-
ed. 

Above: Cunderdin and Harvey Ag students who stayed at Denmark Ag for the Gate2Plate com-

petition took the opportunity to visit the College’s new robotic dairy. 



Kelli Gillies 

Kelli.Gillies@education.wa.edu.au 
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Prep arrangements  

 All students are to be in their dorms, at 
the library or computer room at 7:00pm 
sharp. 

 Year 10’s supervised prep in the com-
puter room; 

 Year 12 ATAR students are allowed in 
the library and are allowed to work to-
gether; 

 Other students are supervised in their 
dorm, doors closed, if students com-
plete homework they are to remain in 
their dorm reading quietly; 

 If a student has work to do but their 
laptop isn’t working, they can ask a Res-
idential Supervisor for permission to 
head to the library. They must be there 
at 7pm.  If students are disruptive they 
will be sent back to their dorm; 

 Residential Supervisors made an an-
nouncement at dinner, inviting the stu-
dents to the library at 6.30pm if they do 
not have access to the dormitory wi-fi.   
Students can access the computer room 
from 4.00pm – 7.00pm if the matter is 
urgent. 

 

Laundry Reminder 

Most students are using the laundry facility 
with minimal fuss and are very organised, 
delivering their washing every other day so 
that staff are not inundated; some are not, 
and have required prompting; student uni-
forms will be dealt with as a priority and 
returned the same day; casual clothes of 
students not complying with laundry re-
quirements will be returned at the end of 
the week; we are trying to encourage the 
students to not ‘over stuff’ their lingerie 
bags, clothing or bathers should not go into 
these bags; can we ask parents to encour-
age the students to turn their clothing in 
the right way as this is quite time consum-
ing for staff when working with the volume 
of clothing that comes into the laundry.  
Clothing without name tags will be dis-
played on the table for collection when 
the laundry is staffed, otherwise it will be 
packed away until the following shift.  A 
record of lost clothing is kept in the laun-
dry.  If students have lost an item of cloth-
ing please report it to the laundry staff. 

Dental Van 

The Mobile Dental Therapy Centre will be 
located at Denmark Primary School during 
terms 1 & 2 and will be open from 8:30 am 
to 3:30 pm Monday to Friday.  We treat 
children from the age of 5yrs to 16yrs; if 
you are not sure if you are enrolled with 
the Dental Service please contact us on 
mobile 0437486143 or E-mail mtbarkermo-
bile@dental.health.wa.gov.au 

Country Week  

Training has commenced for Country Week. Our bookings are in place and we will fi-

nalise teams over the next couple of weeks. Country Week will cost $400.00 per stu-

dent.  This year we are focussing on an increased professional approach to training 

whereby students are expected to attend training on time and in appropriate attire 

they are also required to communicate any absences with their coaches, preferably in 

person.  Our coaches this year are Rosemary Wolter & Pania Payne – Netball, Alex 

Bentink – Boys Basketball, Ethan Burton and Deb Hatch – Girls Basketball, Di Brown – 

Mixed Hockey, Brad Woodruff – Girls Volleyball, Doug Thompson & Brad Woodruff – 

Football, Dane Carter – Boys Volleyball.   

I have recently downloaded TEAM APP, check it out at www.teamapp.com. It is availa-

ble from the Apple App Store and as an Android App on Google Play. I will send out an 

invite to join as we track closer to the end of Term 2.  TEAM APP will allow us to easily 

communicate and coordinate the teams, together with providing fixtures/events for 

parents and any changes to transport arrangements at the end of the week/term.   I 

will keep you all updated as things progress. 

College Ball  

The theme for the Annual College Ball is yet to be decided.  The theme is for deco-

rating the venue only, please do not go to any extra expense for dresses, suits etc. to 

coordinate with the theme.  The venue will be The Riverside Club and this year we will 

have live music.  The band will be local identity ‘Monkey Rock’.  The date for the ball 

has now changed to Saturday 10th June 2017 as the Riverside Club has an event  on 

the 9th. 

I hope the change will not cause any issues and I trust you have received enough no-

tice to change any hair appointments etc.  The Ball does cause disruptions for the day 

programme when held on a Friday night so I hope that this change will help make 

things easier for students getting ready, parents being available to help set up and 

teachers not losing their students early.  It is difficult to please everyone….but I do try. 

mailto:mtbarkermobile@dental.health.wa.gov.au
mailto:mtbarkermobile@dental.health.wa.gov.au
http://www.teamapp.com
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Peaceful Bay Residential Camp  

What a relaxing, enjoyable camp; 47 students 
and 6 staff including Kevin Ryan our 
Chef….everyone should go camping with a 
Chef, thank you Kevin!   Both boarders and 
day students enjoyed the camp at beautiful 
Peaceful Bay.  Fishing, swimming, beach walk-
ing, cricket and just generally relaxing.  The 
campground was quite crowded which was 
great to see; fellow campers commented on 
the good behaviour of our students, they left a 
very positive impression on the general public.  
Well done to all the students who took up the 
opportunity to go on camp.   

Below: Both boarders and day students enjoyed 
the camp at beautiful Peaceful Bay.  Fishing, 
swimming, beach walking, cricket and just gen-
erally relaxing.  



Careers and Enterprise 

We have a new subject running this year 
with the introduction of a Careers and En-
terprise course. This course is being deliv-
ered by Mrs Smith and Mr Gibbins, and is 
aimed at preparing our students for the 
events involved in applying and obtaining 
jobs.  We hope this will really assist our stu-
dents in being successful members of their 
communities. 

Country Week  

Training is on already this year and Mr 
Woodruff is leading a dedicated team of 
coaches from all areas of the school to get 
the students ready for the big event in term 
two.  It’s really important that students con-
tinue to attend training to ensure the teams 
are filled with enough students for each 
event, more details on timings and costs will 
be released soon. 

Gate 2 Plate Challenge 

On March 21st students once again took part 
in the Gate 2 Plate Challenge.  The Gate 2 
Plate Challenge is a competition for beef 
producers which assesses cattle perfor-
mance through the grain-fed, MSA graded, 
domestic supply chain in Western Australia. 

The competition is run under the Albany 
Agricultural Society Inc. (a not for profit or-
ganisation) and organised by a group of vol-
unteers. 

The competition aims to reflect as closely as 
possible the real life situation of cattle en-
tering the grain fed, MSA graded domestic 
supply chain and reward those animals that 
not only meet requirements for carcase 
quality but are also profitable at each stage. 

Competitors receive detailed feedback on 
individual and group animal performance at 
each stage of the supply chain throughout 
the competition. 

http://gate2platechallenge.com.au/ 

New Horticulture Classroom 

We have a new building on site and this is a 
dedicated class area for the Horticulture and 
Viticulture areas.  We aim to use this room 

as a base for learning opportunities in 
this area.  Being so close to the farm 
enterprises we hope this will enable 
students to get an enhanced experi-
ence of both practical and theoretical 
learning. 

Technology 

This year students will be learning how 
drone camera technology can be used 
for a range of data collection and mon-
itoring on and around the site.  Stu-
dents will be able to take photographs 
and video to assist in monitoring ani-
mals, crops, weeds and drainage.  We 
aim to photograph paddocks periodi-
cally to assess conditions and growth. 

From the Head of Studies 
This year students will be learning how drone camera technology 

can be used... 
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Above: Raymond Twist gives the ‘thumbs’ up 
for the new drone while Jaime Moore is at the 
controls. Below: Claudia Budrikis having a go. 

Above: 
Aerial 
view of a 
sheep 
pen 
 
Right: 
Using the 
drone to 
check  
ear tag  
numbers 

http://gate2platechallenge.com.au/


Above: Year 12 students visited Willemenup  
Stud. Lioune Delport assesses the fleece of a 
Merino ram and passes on data to her class-
mate Lacy McAlinden who records the infor-
mation. 
Below: A trip to the Shire of Denmark’s  
Plant Nursery gave Year 11 Plant Production 
Systems students Scott Lamont and Tayla 
Batty first hand experience in a commercial 
horticultural enterprise.  

As part of the practical component of the 
Certificate II & III in Agriculture , students  
are often given the opportunity to  learn at 
off-site locations.  The nature of the course 
means that students are exposed to a di-
verse range of industries and locations.    

College Assessment Policy 

It is very important that students complete all assessment tasks by the due date, other-
wise penalties do apply. I urge all parents to note the College Assessment Policy out-
lined below.  

Courses of Study  

All Year 11 and 12 students are enrolled in upper school courses of study. Assessments 
of these courses involve percentage marks for assessments completed. 

Assessments include tests/exams, assignments, research projects, in-class assessments 
and practical skills. The final percentage will determine a grade (A,B,C,D or E) which will 
be listed on the student’s Statement of Results.  

Assessment Policy  

The College’s policy on subject completion requires students to complete all tasks in the 
assessment program. If a student does not complete an out of class assessment task by 
the due date and the student does not provide a reason which is acceptable to the Col-
lege, the following penalties apply: · 10% reduction in the mark for each school day the 
assessment task is late. · A mark of zero (if not submitted or submitted more than 10 
days late) This can have serious implications on a student’s final mark and grade for a 
subject and his/her choice of achieving secondary graduation.  

Note: When a student is likely to experience difficulty in meeting a deadline they must 
discuss the matter with the teacher at the earliest possible opportunity before the due 
date. For any missed in-class assessment task where the student does not provide a 
reason which is acceptable to the College, a mark of zero will be recorded. If a student 
does not submit an assessment task or attend a scheduled in-class assessment task, the 
teacher will contact the parent/guardian by letter, email or telephone to discuss the risk 
of the student not completing the course unit and to negotiate a solution.  

Teaching staff have found the policy has been a real motivating factor so far this year. 
Students obviously don’t want to lose marks for late submission. Please encourage your 
child to complete all assessment tasks by the due date. Our aim is for all our students to 
work and achieve to their personal academic potential. I have asked all teaching staff to 
list assessment task due dates on the College website next term.  
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Mark Boynton 
Mark.Boynton@education.wa.edu.au 

 

Head of Studies cont ... 

Task Due Dates Term One  

A list of Year 10, Year 11 and Year 12 courses/subjects and 

the relevant teachers in charge of those subject  areas is now 

available on the College website: 

www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au  

under the “Student” tab there is a “Due Dates” link. The ma-

jority of staff have listed the assessment tasks for their sub-

ject that must be completed by the end of this term. 

A reminder to students to complete all assessment tasks by 

the due date. Your education program becomes much more 

difficult if you fall behind in your work. Parents please en-

courage your child to complete these tasks by the due dates. 

 

Farm Rosters 

Farm Rosters for Term One are now listed on the College 

website. These are in a PDF format and can be download-

ed from the web. Students have been allocated to each 

farm section so please familiarise yourselves with the ros-

ter and encourage your child to fulfil their obligation. 

The rosters can be located under the “Students” tab then 

select “Forms and Rosters”. 

www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au  

 



Work around the farm sections are pro-
gressing quite smoothly with students being 
involved in learning many new skills. 
 
Mr Brian Taylor has been employed to tutor 
and improve the students driving skills 
spending many sessions with those new to 
driving to help them not only learn this skill 
but gain confidence that they can drive and 
drive successfully.  He is also taking the 
higher level drivers through the induction of 
the College’s larger machines and with Mr 
David York is teaching them telehandler 
operation, backhoe and TMR use and opera-
tion.  In training them we are spreading a 
considerable amount of agriculture lime, 
spraying paddocks for re-seeding and feed-
ing livestock hay and grain. 
 
Beef and dairy cattle are calving again, 
teaching students new skills  which many 
have never experienced before eg handling 
and feeding of dairy calves, weighing and 
marking beef calves. 
 

From the Farm Manager  
Work around the farm sections are progressing…. 
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The workshop has also been extremely 
productive fixing the College’s direct 
seeder  and boomspray as well as the 
Horticultural section’s agro plow and 
rotary hoe. 
 
Our young hens are laying and produc-
ing a pleasing number of eggs for the 
kitchen with students learning to 
grade, sort and clean eggs for human 
consumption. 
 
Wagin Woolorama has just finished.  
Unfortunately the College was unable 
to send sheep because they had just 
been dipped but many students com-
pleted sheep, wool and cattle judging 
and parading.  All those involved found 
it to be a very well run show and 
gained excellent knowledge and skills 
from competing. 

Above: Year 10 student  Jack Rowlands learns 
how to lead cattle. 

Above: Year 10 student Aisha Douglas gets first 
hand instruction in handling and shearing a ewe.  

Fred Knight 

Fred.Knight@education.wa.edu.au 

Left: Emma Steele, Niven Brown and Jaime 
Moore participate in an artificial insemination 
program overseen by veterinarian Craig Heg-
gaton from Genstock.   



allowances and subsidies. If a particu-
lar allowance or subsidy applies to 
your situation, please complete the 
associated application form and return 
to the address indicated on the form. 
If you have not received a copy of the 
allowance forms, please visit our web-
site www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au then 
click on Parents then select Financial 
Assistance from the left hand menu to 
download and print the application 
forms. Application forms will also be 
included in the statement run towards 
the end of term 1. 

Secondary Assistance Scheme 
$235.00/$115.00 – Applications Close 
7 April 2017 

The Department of Education provides 
an allowance to assist eligible families 
with secondary schooling costs. To be 
eligible for the allowance the parent/
carer must hold a Department of Hu-
man Services (Centrelink) Family 
Health Care Card, Pensioner Conces-
sion Card or a Veterans’ Affairs Pen-
sioner Concession Card that represents 
a statement of low income for the 
family. 

From the Business Manager  

A big thank you to those parents and carers 

who are up-to-date …. 

Craig Armstrong 

demark.ac.finance@education.wa.edu.au 

 

Convenient Payment Options Available 

The allowance consists of two components: 

• $115 Clothing Allowance which will be 
paid to the parent/carer unless indicat-
ed on the application form that you 
wish it to be paid to the College. 

• $235 Education Program Allowance 
which is paid directly to the College and 
will be deducted from contributions and 
charges. 

Boarding Away from Home Allowance 
(BAHA) $2,105.00 

The Department of Education makes availa-
ble a student Boarding Away from Home 
Allowance each year to families with chil-
dren attending primary and/or secondary 
school and boarding in residential accom-
modation.  

The allowance consists of two components: 

 Agricultural Special Subsidy which 
applies to all students in residence 
who are not in receipt of Assistance 
for Isolated Children (AIC) from the 
Department of Human Services 
(Centrelink). 

 AIC Subsidy which applies to all stu-
dents who are currently in receipt of 
AIC from the Department of Human 
Services (Centrelink). 

 

BAHA Agricultural Special Subsidy Applica-
tions close 31 July 2017. 

BAHA AIC Applications close 24 November 
2017. 

 

 

Further Contact & Information 

As always, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the friendly administration team or myself 
with any questions or concerns regarding 
your account at the College on 

(08) 9848 0200 or  

denmark.wacoa.finance@ 

education.wa.edu.au. 

Cheques & Money Orders Posted to PO Box 350, Denmark WA 6333 

Electronic Transfer BSB: 306 009 
Account: 0110895 
Bank: Bankwest Denmark 
Please use student name as reference 

Credit/Debit Card Credit card payments can be made in person at the  
College between 8am—4pm Monday to Friday 

EFTPOS EFTPOS payments can be made in person at the College 
between 8am—4pm Monday to Friday 

Personal Payment Plan Please contact the Business Manager on (08) 9848 0200 
or email Craig.Armstrong@education.wa.edu.au 

Account Related Communication from the 

College 

By now, all parents and carers should have 
received their first statement from the Col-
lege. If you haven’t, please send me an 
email to let me know. Invoices will be pro-
vided to all parents/carers at the time an 
item is applied to your account where pay-
ment is required prior to participation in the 
event. Statements summarising all items 
charged and payments received will be 
posted twice per term. If a student changes 
a study stream or if your account goes into 
credit, you will receive communication from 
the College regarding this.  

Residential Boarding Fees – Instalment 1 

Please be advised that the first instalment 
of the Residential Accommodation Fee 
should be paid in full prior to the com-
mencement of term 2. This does not apply 
to parents and carers who are on an ap-
proved payment plan or are in receipt of the 
Assistance for Isolated Children where pay-
ments are directed to the College.  

A big thank you to those parents and carers 
who are up-to-date with their accounts. 

Student Allowances and Subsidies 2017 

Recently the College sent out an email with 
application forms for the following student 

Craig Armstrong 

Craig.Armstrong@education.wa.edu.au 
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Craig Armstrong 

demark.ac.finance@education.wa.edu.au 

 

Term 2 is when extra curricular activities commence. Details are being forwarded 
home for those programs your son or daughter has nominated for. Program fees are 
detailed in the Fees, Contributions and Charges booklet.  

 

Rock Band /Music Performance 2017 

This program commences Wednesday 3rd May and runs from 6.30pm—9.00pm.  The 
College facilitates music group tutoring, jamming and vocal sessions for guitar, drums, 
keyboard, harmonica, wind and percussion, culminating in group performances in the 
local community. 

Recreational Skippers Ticket  

Recreational Skippers Ticket (RST) is a qualification based on a set of State Marine 
Safety Competencies for which the skipper of a boat is required to be certified if in 
charge of a vessel with a motor of 6HP or more. Theory, land based instruction, skills 
training and water based practical training and assessment sessions will be delivered 
on Saturdays and Sundays, with students allocated to groups according to sporting 
and other commitments. Training is delivered by the Great Southern Maritime Train-
ing Centre and assessment by South Coast Diving Supplies respectively. Past students 
have utilised this qualification for recreation and to assist with entry to such industries 
as marine engineering, deep sea fishing and aquaculture research.  Courses Commenc-
ing 20th May 2017. 

Scuba Diving 

This popular program is conducted in May by South Coast Diving Supplies, Albany and 
consists of three evening theory sessions, followed by two weekends of practice diving 
and training and assessment at South Coast Diving Supplies and the Albany Aquatic 
Centre, Albany beaches and harbour.  Participation in this challenging course is subject 
to a successful medical assessment, which may be an issue for students with an Asth-
ma record or a history of ear infections. Students from this program have progressed 
to higher qualifications, now being employed as diving instructors, by the Navy and 
the oil and gas industry. The program commences on Tuesday 9 May 2017. 

Free Form Furniture & Fine Woodcraft 

This extra-curricular program is conducted on campus by Southern Regional TAFE in-
structor Bryan Thompson, with all work-safe issues and insurance covered by the De-
partment of Education. Projects undertaken include using furniture making hand and 
power tools under supervision. Commencing Monday 8th May sessions will run from 
5pm-7pm weekly.  Ex-students have entered the cabinet making and building indus-
tries as well as competing successfully in woodcraft exhibitions. 

The Music Hall 

Denmark Arts presents a Music Hall for Youth on a monthly basis at the new Arts Cen-
tre, where students may participate along with professional musicians, dance the 
evening away from 7pm-10pm with healthy food options available.  Entry is $5 per 
person and healthy burgers etc $5 each.  The College will transport students to and 
from the venue. This is an “Alcohol, Drug and Tobacco Free” venue. 

The Boat Shed 

A new initiative for Denmark youth is the Boatshed.  Located in the industrial area, 
College and Denmark youth can participate in boat building projects on Sunday after-
noons, supervised by industry professionals and wood work volunteers. 

There is also gym equipment on site for those idle moments. 

This is an “Alcohol, Drug and Tobacco Free” venue. 
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Extra Curricular Activities... 



Find us on facebook 

Go to:  
www.facebook.com/DenmarkAgCollege/ 
 
to follow us for regular updates about events happen-
ing at the College. 
Share our facebook page with your friends so they can 
see what your child learns here at the College 

UWA ALBANY—OPEN DAY 
Thursday 24 August 

 
The University will be organising specific 
activities and experiences for secondary 
school students during the morning, in 
addition to course advice for prospec-
tive students and their parents in the 

afternoon/evening. 
 

Contact: Paula Phillips 
Phone: 9842 0810 

E: paula.phillips@uwa.edu.au 

Notice Board  

Leon Durrant 

College  Chaplain 

Nigel Levinson 

Nigel.Levinson@education.wa.edu.au 

 

Other Programs Available... 

As a student at the College membership of 
several clubs and associations is available to 
broaden student interests. These include: 

Country Club Membership-Golf and Tennis 

Held on weekends or after school. The club 
is adjacent to the College. College Junior 
Championships are held late in Term 3. 

Yacht Club Membership 

Located at the Denmark rivermouth launch-
ing ramp—students are able to participate 
under supervision, sailing a variety of mono 
hull and catamaran craft on Wilson Inlet. An 
exhilarating day out! 

Dragon Boating 

On the Denmark River in both the College 
and Club teams. Students participate in 
dragon boat challenges with the High School 
and Albany teams. Held on Wednesday 
afternoons and Sundays. 

Kayaking 

On weekends as College excursions or as a 
member of the local kayaking club. Experi-
ence the Denmark, Hay and Frankland Riv-
ers.   

In all these activities, yachts, kayaks, dragon 
boats, golf clubs and tennis rackets are all 
made available for student use.  
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Other programs are available... A note from the Chaplain 

What a great start to the year.  So far I’ve 

enjoyed getting to know the new students 

and especially enjoyed the WOW cruise at 

Walpole. 

A big congratulations to the students who 

joined me to make hot glue phone covers as 

part of International Women’s Day on March 

8th.   

Planning for the motorbike riding on Wednes-

days is well underway and we look forward to 

doing some track maintenance to improve 

the quality of our riding.  Parents are remind-

ed that a permission form and an induction is 

required for students to bring their motor-

bikes onsite and ride under staff supervision.  

Please feel free to contact me through the 

school office if I can be of any assistance to 

your child. I work onsite Wednesdays from 

11am-9pm. 

Kind Regards 



Upcoming Events 

872 South Coast Highway 

Denmark WA 6333 
 

08 9848 0200  ph 

08 9848 2997 fax 

Denmark.AC@education.wa.edu.au email 

www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au  web 

W e e k  M o n  T u e  W e d  T h u  F r i  S a t  S u n  

9 27 28 29 30 31 Apr 1 2 

10 3 4 5 6 7 Interim Reports  

Students  
depart from 2.10pm 

8 9 

Term 2 

Week 1 

April 24 

 

April 25 

Anzac Day Resi 

Students  return 

4pm 

26 27 28 29 30 

2 May 1st 2 3 

Q Fever Skin 
Testing 

4 5 6 7 

End of First Term and Beginning of Term 2 2017 

WA College of Agriculture—Denmark 

Board Meeting 
12.30pm  

Farm Manage-
ment Workshop 

8.30am 

Term Holidays 
commence  

Harvey Sports Carnival 

Class 
Starts 8am  

Brunswick 
Cattle Camp 

April 1-2  Harvey Carnival 

April  7 Board Meeting  
  12.30pm 
 

April  8 Brunswick Cattle  
  Camp 
 

April 8  Term Holidays 

April 24 Farm Management  
  Workshop 8.30am 
 

April 25 ANZAC Day—Resi    
  Students return 4pm 
 

April 26 Class begins 8am for  
  all students 
 

May 3rd Q Fever testing 


