
This year’s Country Week was a tremendous success.  We took a squad of 
55 students with teams that had trained regularly together over the 
course of Term 2 and performed accordingly during the week in Perth.  
 
Congratulations to Brad Woodruff, our Sports Teacher, for his excellent 
coordination of the squad.  And many thanks to all the staff and coaches 
involved with this year’s highly successful Country Week. 
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T he College recently received the very 
good news that we had won a Gold 

Award in this year’s Dairy Australia Milk 
Awards.  The top 100 Dairy farms in Austral-
ia receive the Gold award, which is based on 
the quality of milk produced. Malcolm Fech-
ney, the State Supply Manager for Parmalat/
Harvey Fresh, travelled over from the east 
coast to present us with the award.  Only 5 
dairy farms in Western Australia were in the 
top 100, so it is a credit to Terry De Vos 
(Dairy Manager) and Patrick Swallow (ATO-
Dairy), in particular, for the exceptional jobs 
they’ve done in combining to run our dairy 
enterprise over the past twelve months.  
Our aim as a Registered Training Organisa-
tion is to train our students in a best indus-
try practice environment and when it comes 
to our dairy enterprise we’re clearly doing 
that.   

Country Week 
 
This year’s Country Week was a tre-
mendous success.  It wasn’t too long 
ago the College’s Leadership Group was 
seriously questioning our involvement 
in Country Week after several years of 
taking very small squads to Perth.   
 
This year was the complete opposite.  
We took a squad of 58 students with 
teams that had trained regularly to-
gether over the course of Term 2 and 
performed accordingly during the week 
in Perth. Congratulations to Brad 
Woodruff, our Sports Teacher, for his 
excellent coordination of the squad.  
And many thanks to all the staff and 
coaches involved with this year’s highly 
successful Country Week. 

Staffing 
 
The College is currently in the process of 
filling two very important leadership posi-
tions: a Level 3 Head of Department – Stud-
ies and a Level 4 Assistant Farm Manager.  
The HOD – Studies is the position Steve 
Swallow occupied for a long period of time 
before recently winning the Deputy Princi-
pal job.  The Assistant Farm Manager posi-
tion has become available with the depar-
ture of John Hendry.   
 
John had a passion for training young peo-
ple which made him such a highly-regarded 
member of staff.  We wish him all the best 
in the future. 
 
The College will also soon be advertising for 
an Agricultural Technical Officer to run our 
Beef Enterprise after Alex Bentink recently 
decided to branch out on his own and pur-
sue some of his many and varied business 
interests.  Alex is a very talented young man 
and we appreciate the skill and expertise he 
brought to our Beef Enterprise during his 
stint at the College.    
 
Two long-serving members of our cleaning 
team, Jan King and her son Daniel O’Neill, 
have also decided it’s time for a change and 
are moving up to Mandurah to be closer to 
their family.  We’ll certainly miss Jan and 
Daniel’s friendly personalities around the 
campus. 
 
2018 Student Enrolments 
 
The competition for entry into the College is 
getting stronger each year.  We’re only just 
into Term 3 and already we have a waiting 
list for places in some of the programs for 
2018. The Year 11 Ag Studies or General 
program is currently ‘full’ with a short 
waiting list.  There are still some available 
places in the Year 10 program and in the 
Year 11 ATAR program.  Residential places 
for boys and girls are also very close to   
being full.  
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From the Principal’s desk 
The very good news that we had won a Gold Award in this year’s Dairy Australia 
Milk Awards... 

Above L-R:  Terry deVos (Dairy Manager), Kevin Osborne (Principal), Malcolm Fechney, 
(State Supply Manager for Parmalat/Harvey Fresh) and Steve Jones (Chairman of the 
WACOA Board) receive the Gold Award, Dairy Australia Milk Awards. 



Kevin Osborne 
Kevin.Osborne@education.wa.edu.au  

From the Principal cont... 

Students aid best practice... 
Students at the College are implementing best practice to protect our 
waterways. In partnership with the Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee 
(WICC) we are working towards  not only minimizing the amount of nutri-
ents that go onto the WACOA’s paddocks, but also keep them there. Nu-
trient run-off from  agricultural practices are the primary means of excess 
nutrients entering Wilson Inlet. These nutrients drive the growth of sea 
grass and settle in the Inlet’s sediments. 

To minimize fertilizer needs, WACOA and WICC have been trialing spring 
active dung beetles, analyzing soil biology and chemistry to help ensure 
excess nutrients are not applied to the paddocks. Students and teachers 
have re-vegetated nearly 10 Hectares of creeks and drains and construct-
ed over 1.5kms of fencing to further exclude stock from our waterways 
that lead to Wilson Inlet.  Pictured L-R:  Rex Ogier, Pasture Management 
ATO David York, Liam Park and Cora McInerney 
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While it can be disheartening for students 
to meet the selection criteria only to be told 
they’re on a waiting list,   invariably the cir-
cumstances of some  students will change 
between now and the end of the year, and 
at least a few places currently filled will be-
come available.   
 
I would therefore still encourage those stu-
dents with their hearts set on attending the 
College to go through the application pro-
cess – and hope for the best.  You never 
know.   
 
Open Day: Saturday September 2 
 
The College’s Open Day is fast approaching 
– and we’re already keeping our fingers 
crossed for reasonable weather.  Early Sep-
tember weather on the South Coast is very 
much a lucky dip with just about anything 
possible.  We’ve had a couple of shocking 
weather days over recent years on our 
Open Day, although even when we’ve 
‘dipped out’ with the weather we’ve still 
had excellent attendance figures. I’m sure 
this year’s Open Day will be another enjoya-
ble and successful event. 
 
Old Collegians Reunion. 
 
A reminder that our Old Collegians 75th   
Reunion is taking place at the College over 
the last weekend of the Term 3 holidays.  
The Old Collegians committee, led by Don 
McCausland, have been working tirelessly 
to ensure it is a memorable gathering for 
those who attend.  Bookings and infor-
mation online www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/
students/oldcollegians/ 

 New Agricultural Advisory Committee 
Member 
 
One of the crucial committees in the 
College’s organisational structure is 
our Agricultural Advisory Committee.  
This is a group of farmers from 
throughout the industry who meet 
regularly with our Farm staff and pro-
vide advice on our farming operations, 
ensuring we keep abreast of what is 
going on in the ‘real world’.   
 
Over the years we’ve developed a 
committee that provides high level 
experience and expertise across just 
about all of our farming enterprises.  
But one area – and it is a very im-
portant area – that we haven’t quite 
covered has been our dairy enterprise.   
 
I am very pleased to say that we have 
now addressed that gap with the re-
cent addition of Ken Ravenhill to our 
Agricultural Advisory.  Ken is a former 
student of WACoA Denmark and with 
his wife and partner Bonnie (who also 
attended the College) run the high 
performing Ravenhill Dairy in 
Narrikup.  Ken and Bonnie are not only 
excellent farmers, they’re passionate 
about training young people in the 
industry too.  Over the past two years 
they’ve had four recent College gradu-
ates undertake traineeships on their 
farm.  Ken is exactly the sort of young, 
progressive farmer we need on our 
Agricultural Advisory and we feel very 
fortunate to have him on board. 
 
Year 12 Finish 
 
As our Year 12’s approach the end of 
their final year of school—and in the 
case of our non-ATAR students very 
quickly—it is important that parents 
and students are reminded of the  

BIODIVERSITY AWARENESS  
WORKSHOP 

The College will host a Biodiversity Aware-
ness Workshop on: 
 

22 August 2017 
9am—3pm  

 

The purpose of the workshop is to provide 
information about the new biosecurity  
requirements—JBAS and LPA and how the 
programs are complementary.  
 

Presented by Animal Health Australia, 
Meat & Livestock Australia, LBN and the 
Cattle Council of Australia, it is an im-
portant introduction to the new regula-
tions and will  cover a lot of ground. It will 
include an overview of the LPA and the      
J-BAS requirements (existing and new) and 
will offer a very useful Biosecurity Plan 
Development session which will provide a 
template for developing a plan, working 
through the sections and providing re-
sources and where to get more infor-
mation. 
 

If you are interested in attending please 
contact Frances Gartrell:  
fgartrell@lbn.org.au  or  Ph:  0497 700 113  
By the 16 August 2017. 

College’s no-tolerance approach to any type 
of behaviour that is disruptive or destruc-
tive. Fortunately the College does not have 
a history of our Year 12 students “mucking 
up” in their final weeks of school, but every-
one needs to be clear that if students do 
choose to engage in that sort of behaviour 
they will be suspended and risk being ex-
cluded from attending Graduation Day.  
 
Mr. Swallow has more specific information 
about finishing dates for our Year 12’s in his 
Deputy Principal article.  



Scholarship Applications 2017—2018 
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The WA College of Agriculture-Denmark invites students to   
participate in its Scholarship program. Last year more than 30 

prizes and awards were sponsored by the agricultural education 
sector and associated industry providers.  

 

Scholarships and awards are presented during the Graduation 
Ceremony scheduled for Friday 17 November 2017. 

Applications close Friday 20 OCTOBER 2017 
 

For Application forms and further information, please contact 
the College Administration Office on 98480200 or visit our  

website www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au 

Denmark Old Collegians 

George Elliott Memorial Scholarship 

$500 to assist an incoming Year 10 or Year 11 Student or 

A current Year 10 Student going into Year 11 in 2018 

This $500 scholarship to help students with their studies will be 

paid on successful completion of the year the scholarship      

applies to. Interested students must make application in writing 

to the Principal of the WA College of Agriculture - Denmark by 

Friday 20 October 2017.  

WA Shearing Industry Association  

Neville Munn’s Memorial Scholarship 

$500 to assist  a current Year 11 Student 

This scholarship is for a student who shows outstanding interest 

and potential in the area of shearing and/or shed handling.  

Applicants must apply in writing outlining their suitability as a 

worthy candidate by  Friday 20 October 2017. 

Royal Agricultural Society Scholarship 

$1500 to a current Year 11 Residential Student 

Available to a Year 11 residential student on behalf of the Royal 

Agricultural Society who demonstrates the potential of being 

involved in an accepted career in agriculture. Contribution to 

school fees in Year 12; Not a cash prize.  

Applications close    Friday 20 October 2017.  

Albany Region  Commercial  
Horticulturists Scholarship  

 

$300 to assist a current Year 11 Student 
$300 to assist a current Year 12 Student 

 
For students currently studying Year 11 or Year 12, who demon-

strate a particular interest in horticultural studies and who 

demonstrate current or planned units of study in the horticul-

tural area.  

Applications close  Friday 20 October 2017. 

Training in full swing... 
Students at the College are taking preparations for Open Day on 2 September and 
the upcoming Perth Royal Show seriously. For example, a lot of time is spent dur-
ing school and after hours undertaking led cattle training and grooming beasts to 
ensure they are at their best when on show both to the public and when com-
peting.  
 

Students are  also busy honing their skills in preparation for the Agricultural Col-
leges and Schools Competition which includes Farm Skills. The competition which 
is held during the Royal Show programme assists high school students studying 
agricultural subjects to develop their skills and experience. Conducted in two 
parts, students can enter individual sections of the Show or participate in a     
College team where teams pit themselves against each other in twelve events 
across a wide range of skills including driving heavy machinery, fencing, first aid, 
sheep shearing and wool handling to name a few.   

Pictured on right:  Scott Lamont, ATO Dai Thomas and Kayla Emmerton 

  

WAFarmers Agricultural  
Ambassador Scholarship 

 

$500 cash prize towards Year 12 costs and...  
 

Complimentary membership WAFarmers & AgConnectWA (1 

year); Complimentary ticket WAFarmers Annual Conference 

and other conference events & Invitation to attend Royal Show 

& other field day events alongside WAFarmers. 

Applications close  16 October 2017. 



OLNA Numeracy Support 
 
All Year 11 and 12 students yet to meet the 
OLNA minimum numeracy requirements are 
encouraged to attend the support sessions 
being run by Mrs Hatch  on  Monday  eve-
nings between 7.00 – 8.30 pm.  The next 
round of OLNA testing is in September.  For 
our Year 12 students it will be their last  
opportunity to achieve the required 
“Category 3” benchmark. 
 
2018 University Application 
 
All Western Australian school leavers who 
wish to attend university in 2018 (or defer 
until 2019) must apply using TISCOnline at 
www.tisc.edu.au .   
 
The cost of applying until Friday 29 Sep-
tember is $33.00, however the fee increas-
es to $155.00 if you miss the deadline.  It is 
important for students to know that they 
are not “locked in” to their initial prefer-
ences and can change them as many times 
as they wish, subject to closing dates.  The 
College will assist students through the 
online application process if they desire.  
Students should print off their application 
coversheet showing the transaction number 
as a record that their application has been 
lodged. An application is not active until 
payment has been recorded. 
 
Online Release of 2017 WACE Course 
Scaled Scores and ATAR 
 
The Tertiary Institutions Service Centre 
(TISC) is also responsible for releasing the 
WACE course scaled scores and ATAR for 
those Year 12 students sitting WACE exami-
nations.  TISC expects to release these    
results on 19 December 2017 via 
www.tisc.edu.au. 
 
Students will be able to access the site with 
their 8-digit WACE candidate number and 
password. 
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I spoke to the Year 12’s recently and point-
ed out just how close it is to Graduation and 
the end of the College year. In reality they 
only have six College working weeks to the 
end of Term 3 and then two weeks in Term 
4. I also emphasised that some assessment 
tasks are completed in the final stages of 
the year and hence a concerted effort in 
Terms 3 and 4 can contribute greatly to the 
final outcome. 
 
This is most important for those students 
who might be sitting on the borderline of a 
lower grade. It would be of value if parents 
could reinforce the need to put in a big 
effort to the end. 
 
Year 12 Finish 
 
Our Year 12 students have until Friday   
October 20 (the second week of Term 4) to 
complete their school-based education pro-
grams at the College.  However, many of 
our Year 12’s who are not sitting for WACE 
exams may complete their education pro-
grams earlier than that date.   
 
As soon as our Year 12 students finish their 
education program at the College in Term 4 
they are required to leave the campus. We 
will provide Year 12 students with a Clear-
ance Form that will act as a checklist to 
make sure they’ve completed all of their 
course requirements before they leave.   
 
Work Experience 
 

The feedback from employers who provid-
ed work experience to many of our Year 11 
and 12 students in the last two weeks of 
Term 2 was very pleasing.  I also feel that 
some of our students may have found em-
ployment and apprenticeship opportunities 

as a result of their work experience  
placement  Thank you to parents, 
work experience employers and  the 
wider College community for all your 
assistance with the work experience 
programme.   
 
Our Year 10’s  will get their opportuni-
ty to do a block of work experience in 
the last week of Term 4. 
 
OLNA Testing 
 
The second round of OLNA literacy 
and numeracy testing for those stu-
dents yet to achieve the minimum 
requirement will take place between 
28  August  – 22 September.    
 
Results of the Round 2 OLNA testing 
will be available to schools in late No-
vember. College students completing 
the OLNA writing component must do 
so on either the 6th or   7th of   Septem-
ber due to the leave weekend follow-
ing the College Open Day. These are 
the only days allowed for this assess-
ment so students must return on time 
after the next leave weekend. 
 
 Students who are completing Year 12 
this year and who do not meet the 
required standards in this round will 
still receive a Western Australian 
Statement of Student Achievement 
(WASSA) which provides a formal rec-
ord of what they have achieved during  
their secondary schooling.  
 
For these students, the Schools Curric-
ulum and Standards Authority (SCSA) 
will provide opportunities for students 
to sit the relevant components during 
any future rounds of OLNA. When 
students have demonstrated the 
standards and they have met all the 
other requirements of the WACE cur-
rent in that year, they will be awarded 
the WACE. 
 

From the Deputy 
I  spoke to Year 12’s recently and  pointed out just how close  it is to Graduation 
and the end of the College year... 

Shire Leadership Award 
The Shire of Denmark has released its    

Application for Leadership Award Guide-
lines . The Award sponsors a Yr 12 student 
to assist with the cost of participating in a 

range of activities & programs.  
http://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/

http://www.tisc.edu.au/
http://www.tisc.edu.au
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Around the College ... 

2018 Course Selections 
 
2018 course selections for students moving 
into Year 11 or 12 will be sent out to par-
ents toward the end of this term.  This will 
give parents the opportunity to discuss the 
preferred courses and options their son or 
daughter wish to pursue up to and over the 
holiday period.  A reminder to parents that 
Kevin Osborne (Principal), Mark Boynton 
(HOD of Studies), and I are always available 
to discuss course selections with parents, so 
please don’t hesitate to contact either one 
of us if you need some advice.   
 
UWA Albany Open Day 
 
The College will be taking Year 11 ATAR stu-
dents to the UWA Albany Open Day on 
Thursday 24 August from 1 – 2.30pm. This is 
an excellent opportunity for students to 
have a tour of the campus and receive ad-
vice on the range of courses offered at UWA 
Albany. 

 

Steve Swallow 

Steve.Swallow@education.wa.edu.au 

First Aid  

Deputy Principal... 

Students are undertaking first aid training 
this term. They learn practical skills of    
administering medical assistance and how 
to help a person in emergency situations. 
 
The course includes CPR training.  
The ability to provide CPR to someone 
promptly increases the chance of survival 
significantly.  
 
Pictured above: Madeline McLernon-Clarke 
administers first aid to Samuel Pratt. 
 

Pictured clockwise from top: 
Pruning in the College’s  East River Vineyard 

Horticulture enterprise—Aquaponics 
Sheep Training for Royal Show 

Wool sampling in the field 
Fencing skills 



Week 4 - Term 3 
 
Hello everyone and welcome back to Term 
Three. This time of the year is wet in Den-
mark but we are not complaining; we know 
many of you have been praying for rain.  
Winter in Denmark also marks the time 
where an age old debate starts - where to 
open the sandbar of our beautiful Wilson 
Inlet to the Southern Ocean, east or west?  I 
will let you know in the next newsletters.  
  
Red Shield Appeal  

(By students Jack Nairn & Haylee Pitts) 
 
The Salvation Army annual fundraiser is 
called the Red Shield Appeal and has been in 
place since 1965 to guide and assist people  
in need. Thousands of Australians rely on 
these programs in everyday life. The Red 
Shield     Appeal is run over 3 months April, 
May and June each year. We participate in a 
doorknocking event, which takes place on 
the last weekend in May.  
 
The College contribute to this event every 
year to help the people suffering from the 
loss of homes, family crisis, disabilities, drug 
and alcohol, rehabilitation, youth drop-in 
centres, support programs and more. Using 
the money raised through the Red Shield 
Appeal helps the Salvation Army provide 
approximately 2000 beds for the homeless, 
100,000 meals to the hungry and 3000    
elderly people with aged care services in a 
typical week.  
 
This year WACoA residential students raised 
$1,829.60 towards the Red Shield Appeal. 
We were divided into small groups and were 
given a map and area to collect in; people in 
Denmark were very generous in their dona-
tions.  
 
We would like to thank everyone who     
donated and by being involved every year 
the College and students hope to draw more 
attention to this annual giving opportunity 
that supports this wonderful service. The 
Salvation Army appeals to the Australian 

community for donations to ensure we 
can give hope where it is needed most 
through our social welfare and com-
munity service programs.  
 
You can donate using online services  
www.my.salvationarmy.org.au  
and remembering that even the small-
est donation can change a person’s 
life. 
 
Country Week  
 
What a fantastic week! I cannot speak 
highly enough of the students and 
staff.  We had a great time. I hope you 
kept up with us on TEAM APP and  
Facebook.  Country Week is my favour-
ite event, spending a week away from 
the College alongside our young peo-
ple while they participate in Country 
Week is a week well spent.   
 
The students were a credit to them-
selves and the College; we should all 
be proud. All teams were very com-
petitive and we finished with 179 
points overall.  Country Week would 
not run smoothly without our com-
mitted staff. I thank them for their 
commitment and encourage you to do 
the same when you see them at the     
College. This year our Chaplain Leon 
Durrant joined us….’give us a wave 
Leon Durrant’…..we won the Touch 
Rugby, it is a fast moving game and 
one I hope we continue to compete in.   
 
REACH – Installation 
 
The Finance Committee has approved 
REACH to be installed as our preferred 
residential leave platform.  I am cur-
rently working with the platform pro-
vider and will provide more infor-
mation shortly regarding the installa-
tion and roll out.  We are evolving – 
hooray!  I cannot wait and all those 
trees will be sighing in relief that they 

will not be part of the wasted resource pil-
ing up in my filing cabinet.  I will keep you all 
updated.  WATCH this space. 
 
Lights Out  
 
“Lights out” at the College has changed.  
10:00pm is too late for students who have 
an early start and a longer than normal 
school day...the changes are as follows: 
 
Year 10  Move from supper to dorm at 

  9.15pm  

Year 10  Preparations for bed – in bed 

  by 9.30pm 

Year 11/12 Move from supper to dorm at 

  9.15 pm 

Year 11/12 In dorm by 9.30pm (quiet) 

Year 11/12 Preparations for bed – in bed 

  by 10.00pm 

Students preparing for exams can study up 

until 10.30pm. 

Reminders 
 
Weekend Leave - Please ensure weekend 
leave forms are in by close of business each 
Wednesday so that we can prepare for the 
weekend accordingly. The College will con-
tact you if there are any concerns regarding 
leave arrangements. Student safety is our 
utmost concern with regard to leave ar-
rangements. 
 
Medication - Reminder for all parents and 
students that you are required to hand in 
any medication that you have to Residential 
staff so that it can be recorded and stored 
appropriately. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Residential Manager Report  

“Lights out”  policy at the College has changed... 
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Kelli Gillies 

Kelli.Gillies@education.wa.edu.au 

http://www.my.salvationarmy.org.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Country Week Highlights... 

facebook.com/DenmarkAgCollege 
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Closed Weekend 

Competencies 
 
Farm staff have been extremely busy this 
term organising and signing off competency 
assessments for all year groups. 
 
Each competency requires a minimum of 2 
observations and a set of questions an-
swered with a considerable amount of time 
allocated to training prior to the above   
taking place.  Some of the competencies are 
seasonal and can only be carried out at  
certain times, while others require visits off 
site to complete.  One of these being lamb 
marking and we achieve this by marking 
over 1,000 lambs off site at the Greg Ham-
bley’s property for which we are extremely 
grateful. 
 
Students that are not in attendance on 
these days when we need to do the season-
al skills training and assessment unfortu-
nately miss out and may find it very difficult 
achieve the required 17 competencies for 
certification.  Parents are reminded that the 
College Farm days are very important to 
your son/daughter’s educational outcomes, 
and if they are not in attendance it makes it 
very difficult to achieve outcomes. 
 
Weekend Farm  
 
Weekend farm is also one of the assess-
ment areas and I have had to talk to quite a 
few students that are just not turning up.  
The reasons given on most occasions how-
ever do not meet the standards one would 
allow in a  workplace.  Students and parents 
need to understand that it is only 2-3 week-
ends in one year; each weekend day being a 
maximum of 5 hours per day and the start 
and finish times for each split shift com-
mence and finish in reasonable time for 
each student to still have a good 6 hour 
break between shifts. I understand that 
some students have weekend work and 
other commitments, but with prior notice 
and organisation from the student, these 
can easily be avoided as they complete their 
weekend farm work. 

From the Farm Manager  
We have completed most of the Royal Show nominations and we 

have entered 3 Farmskills teams…. 
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Royal Show 
 
We have completed most of the show 
nominations for stock and produce. 
This year we are only taking AWI, Me-
rino wethers, Corriedale sheep, Col-
lege Led Cattle and wool. 
 
We have entered 3 farm skills teams 
that are training hard to learn all the 
skills and will be offering over the 7 
days we will be in attendance, 30 stu-
dents the chance to attend.  Accom-
modation is difficult this year due to a 
reduction in the units available to us, 
however we will try and give as many 
students the chance to attend as possi-
ble. 
 
I will give out more information on the 
Show at a later date. 
 
August 17 is a day the College will be 
attending in Katanning with 16 stu-
dents competing in various sheep skills 
areas. This day involves most of the 
agricultural colleges and schools and is 
organised and run by the Merino 
Breeders Association and the Australi-
an Wool Industry. 
 

 
 

Fred Knight 

Fred.Knight@education.wa.edu.au 

1942 

Old Collegians  

75th  

Anniversary Reunion 

7 October 2017  
1pm College Tour  followed by Afternoon 
Tea. Evening Dinner in the   College Dining 

Room.  
Bookings and Information online 

www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/students/
oldcollegians/ 

Winner of a Dairy Scholarship, Year 12   
student, Charlie Cloud is the face of WA 
Farmers First milk promotion.  

20 cents from the sale of every litre of WA 
Farmers First milk is donated to a fund to 
support the state’s agricultural industry.  
Charlie won a dairy scholarship funded by 
the sale of WA Farmers First milk at Coles 
supermarkets. 

 

NOTICE 
Task lists and Farm Rosters 

are now situated on the 
College website.  

www.denmarkag.com.au 



Humanities and Social Sciences – Year 10 
Winners! 
 
The Australian Geography Competition is a 
contest for Australian secondary school  
students, assessing their geographical 
knowledge and skills. The Competition aims 
to encourage student interest in geography 
and to reward student excellence. 
 
http://www.geographycompetition.org.au/ 
 
Fynn Gatti and Deahna Keam achieved      
Distinction level results in the recent compe-
tition, with Bernice Wanden also achieving 
at a very high level. Well done to all stu-
dents who took part! 
 
Humanities and Social Sciences - Dunkirk 
Film Trip 

In the Year 10 HASS courses students identi-
fy the causes and effects of World War II 
and the development of people’s rights and 
freedoms, describing their significance from 
a range of perspectives. They refer to key 
events, the actions of individuals and 
groups, and beliefs and values, to explain 
patterns of change and continuity over time. 
Students describe different interpretations 
of the past, and identify the evidence used 
to support these interpretations. 
 
On the 27th of July and 1st August Year 10 
students took the opportunity to view an 
intense drama depicting the evacuation of 
Allied soldiers from Belgium, the British Em-
pire and France, who were cut off and sur-
rounded by the German army from the 
beaches and harbor of Dunkirk, France  be-
tween 26 May and 4 June, 1940, during the 
Battle of France in World War II. 

Animal Production Systems – Feedlot 
Data Analysis 
 
Year 11 Animal Production students 
have been conducting investigations 
into the differences in carcass charac-
teristics after their feedlot project.  
They are investigating the differences 
relating to gender and breed and how 
they affect the weights and anatomical 
structure of the animals.  
 
Year 12 Equine Studies – Certificate II,   
Anatomy and Physiology 
 
In recent weeks students have been 
gaining additional skills and knowledge 
in preparation for the completion of 
their Certificate II in Equine Studies, 
they have been investigation the vari-
ous body systems within the animals. 
 
Biosecurity Video – Cross Curricular 
Project  
 

 

 

 

 

 

English and Animal Production Classes 
(Year 12) are being merged to examine 
the importance of Biosecurity on farms 
and especially in the college farm envi-
ronment.  Students are using video, 
stills and drone cameras to collect use-
ful, informative footage to be collated 
into an advisory video package to be 
shown on open day and other events. 
 
Sheep Producer Tour to Victoria 
 
As part of our ongoing commitment to 
improvement, Ms Claire Petrie is trav-
elling to Victoria on the Department of 
Agriculture and Food, Western Austral-
ia (DAFWA) Sheep Studies Tour to  
Victoria. 
 
 

Claire will be involved in visits to leading 
sheep producers who are using labour sav-
ing technology and discussions with leading 
consultants and Department of Primary  
Industries staff in Victoria.  

 
ATAR Written Exams 
 
Although it may seem like the ATAR Exams 
are a long way off it is important to know 
when they are happening.  SCSA have pub-
lished the External Exam timetable and our 
ATAR exams will be as follows: 

Open Day 
 
The annual College Open Day will be held on 
Saturday 2nd September. There will be a 
number of class based activities on during 
the day including practical demonstrations, 
course and subject presentations with    
College wine, honey and vegetables for sale.  
 
We have also asked Muresk Institute of  
Agriculture to set up a display and provide 
instructions to students and parents.  
 
I would like to encourage all parents to 
attend and bring family and friends who 
may be interested in seeing an agricultural 
college in action. 

From the Head of Studies 
Although it may seem the ATAR exams are a long way off it is       

important to know when these are happening... 
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Mark Boynton 
Mark.Boynton@education.wa.edu.au 

 

The study tour will be 
held from 7–11 August 
2017  and will include 
attendance at Sheep- 
vention in Hamilton. 

Wednesday  
1st November 

Plant Production 
Systems 

Thursday  
2nd November 

English 

Tuesday  
7th November 

Animal Production  
Systems 

Wednesday 
 8th November 

Maths Applications 

Monday  
13th November 

Biology 



ment of Human Services (Centrelink) 
Assistance for Isolated Children (AIC).  
  
Further eligibility requirements and 
the application form can be download-
ed from the College website: http://
www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/
enrolment/financial-assistance/ 
  
Further Contact & Information 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact the 
friendly administration team or myself 
with any questions or concerns regard-
ing your account at the College on  
(08) 9848 0200 or email 
denmark.wacoa.finance@education.  
wa.edu.au 
 

 
 

Business & Finance  

A big thank you to those parents and carers 

who are up to date with their accounts... 

Craig Armstrong 

demark.ac.finance@education.wa.edu.au 

 

 

Cheques & Money Orders Posted to PO Box 350, Denmark WA 6333 

Electronic Transfer BSB: 306 009 
Account: 0110895 
Bank: Bankwest Denmark 
Please use student name as reference 

Credit/Debit Card Credit card payments can be made in person at the  Col-
lege between 8am—4pm Monday to Friday 

EFTPOS EFTPOS payments can be made in person at the College 
between 8am—4pm Monday to Friday 

Personal Payment Plan Please contact the Business Manager on (08) 9848 0200 
or email Craig.Armstrong@education.wa.edu.au 

Outstanding Accounts  
  
A reminder that all residential boarding fees 
(first, second and third instalments) need to 
be cleared by the end of term 3, 2017. The 
Department of Education has a clear policy 
with regards to the payment of residential 
boarding fees: “Third and final instalments 
of residential boarding fees and College 
charges must be cleared prior to the com-
mencement of term four" 
 
Year 11 and Year 12 student accounts are 
required to be settled in full by 20 October 
2017 (Year 12) and 17 November 2017 (Year 
11). 
 
Parents and carers who are currently in 
breach of this policy or their boarding 
agreements and do not have a current pay-
ment plan in place, will be contacted by 
myself in the coming weeks. 
 
A big thank you to those parents and carers 
who are up-to-date with their accounts. 
  
Boarding Away from Home Allowance – 
AIC Recipients 
  
This final allowance for the year closes on 
24 November 2017. This allowance is only 
available to parents/guardians who perma-
nently reside in WA and have qualified for 
the Commonwealth Government Depart-

Craig Armstrong 

Craig.Armstrong@education.wa.edu.au 

Notice Board  

Alcohol Think Again Campaign 

The WA Government has released a num-
ber of publications as part of its Alcohol 
Think Again campaign. The material in-
cludes important information about alco-
hol for both parents and students.  Find 
information relating to: 

 Alcohol & Young People   
 (12-17 years old) 

 Parents Guide  - Talking to young 
people about drinking 

 How to set teens up for a healthy 
relationship with alcohol 

For under 18’s, NO alcohol is the safest 
choice 

alcoholthinkagain.com.au 

Convenient Payment Options  

http://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/enrolment/financial-assistance/
http://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/enrolment/financial-assistance/
http://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/enrolment/financial-assistance/


Upcoming Events 

872 South Coast Highway 

Denmark WA 6333 

 

08 9848 0200  ph 

08 9848 2997 fax 

Denmark.AC@education.wa.edu.au email 

www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au  web 

W  M o n  T u e  W e d  T h u  F r i  S a t  S u n  

5 Aug 14 15 16 17  

AWI Agricultural 

Colleges and Schools 
Sheep Challenge  

Katanning 

18 19  

Equine  

Hoof trimming 

workshop 

20 

6 Aug 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

7 Aug 28 

School  
Photo Day 

29 30 31 Sep 1 2 

OPEN DAY 

3 

8 Sep 4 5 6 

Classes com-

mence 8.10am 

7 8 9 10 

9 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

10 18 19 20 21 22  

End 0f Term 

23 24 

Third  Term 2017 

WA College of Agriculture—Denmark 

Home 
Weekend 

Students 
return 4pm        

17 August AWI Agricultural 
  Colleges and  
  Schools Sheep  
  Challenge  
  Katanning 
19 August Equine Hoof  
  trimming workshop 
28 August School Photo Day 
2 September Open Day and  
  Home weekend 
5 September Primary Awareness 
  Day. Resi students 
  return 4pm. 
6 September Classes commence 
  8.10am 
22 September End of Term 
 

Home 
Weekend 

Primary    
Awareness     
Day  

Holidays Commence 


