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Above: Ashleigh Pritchard in winning 
form a she competes in the show 
jumping event.  (Kind acknowledge-
ment to Eric Lloyd, Photographer) Student Competes at Brigadoon 

Year 11 equestrian student Ashleigh Pritchard recently represented the    

College in the “Saddles Plus” State Inter-school Equestrian Championships 

at Brigadoon.  This Statewide event offers levels of competition in Dres-

sage, Show Jumping, Combined Training and Show Horses. 

Ashleigh entered the event in the “Participation Competition” for grass-

roots school aged-competitors and placed in several  of the classes during 

the 3 days of competition,  including 4th in the jumping, 4th overall in work-

ing hunter and  5th in the dressage.   

This is a fantastic result for both Ashleigh and the College as this is the    

biggest equestrian event for WA riders in their primary or secondary years 

and performances in this year’s event may also be used toward the 2019 

State Championship. 

www.facebook.com/DenmarkAgCollege 



It is now mid-May and many parts of the 
Denmark Shire and surrounding districts are 
still waiting for much needed rain. I have 
lived in Denmark for much of my life and 
cannot remember such a difficult start to 
the growing season. Hopefully good rains 
are “just around the corner” for Denmark 
and other farming areas in Western Austral-
ia. 
 
2017 Annual Report 
 
The College’s Annual Report is now available 
on the College’s website. The Annual Report 
includes a report on progress towards 
achievement of key targets in the College’s 
new 2017 – 2020 Business Plan. It also pro-
vides a summary of our students’ activities 
and achievements in 2017, residential, fi-
nancial and farm enterprise reports, as well 
as a summary of 2017 Parent, Student and 
Staff surveys.  Our 2017 Annual Report can 
also be downloaded from the Department 
of Education Schools Online website. 
 
College Staff 
 
Fred Knight will be on leave for the remain-
der of this term. As a result Terry De Vos has 
moved into the Acting Farm Supervisor posi-
tion and James Skipper to the Assistant 
Farm Supervisor role. Terry has been doing 
an excellent job as Farm Supervisor while 
still maintaining a major support role with 
the College Dairy.  
 
Kylie Quilty – Sanciolo commenced in her 
new position as ATO – Dairy in the first week 
of the school holidays. Kylie has had exten-
sive experience in the dairy industry on the 
west coast and has been a great addition to 
our farm staff.  
 
Mike Hyder has been appointed to the ATO 
– Sheep position. Mike worked in a number 
of roles with the Department of Agriculture 
and Food over many years and will bring 
both experience and innovation to this posi-
tion. Unfortunately, we are still waiting on 
the Education Department’s final clearance 
before Mike can start work at the College.     

Mark Spencer has been working as a 
relief ATO over the past 2 weeks.  
Mark has a  background in mixed 
wheat and sheep farming in the North-
ern Wheat belt and has also worked in 
the farm forestry industry with com-
mercial tree plantations over recent 
years.  
 
Learning Support Co-ordinator 
 
The College has employed Kim 
Schroeder as a Learning Support Coor-
dinator for the remainder of the 
year.  She will be working at the Col-
lege one day per week mostly on 
Thursdays. In particular, Kim will assist 
teachers to develop programmes for 
students who may be having difficulty 
with the academic or practical courses 
at the College.  

 
ANZAC Day  
 
Thank you to Year 12 student Kayla 
Emmerton who represented the Col-
lege at Denmark’s ANZAC Day Parade 
March and Ceremony this year.  ANZAC 
Day provides us with an opportunity to 
join in with our local community and 
pay our respects to those service men 
and women who have so courageously 
served Australia in various military con-
flicts over the past century.  It is a pity 
that most of our students were still 
away on holidays because I am sure 
many more of them would have been 
very keen to be involved. 
 
College Ball  
 
This year’s College Ball is set for Friday 
June 1 and will take place at the Den-
mark Boating and Angling Club.  While 
the Ball is primarily a night for our stu-
dents, it does provide one of the few 
opportunities during the year for our 
parents and College staff to get togeth-
er and enjoy each other’s company 
over an evening meal at the Denmark 
Hotel.  If you’d like to join us this year 

please RSVP to our school officer Julie Le-
hane as soon as possible so we can make 
bookings. Parents who stay overnight in 
Denmark are also invited to come in to the 
College and have breakfast with students on 
the Saturday morning before travelling 
home. 
 
A Reminder to Parents About our Approach 
to the Ball 
 
First and foremost we approach the College 
Ball as a school activity and we therefore 
aim to make it as safe an event as possible 
for our students.  In keeping with that ap-
proach, it is our preference for all residential 
students to remain in residence on the  Fri-
day night.  Residential students will only be 
released from the College on the Friday 
night after the ball to Parents or Guardians.  
It is also our preference that Day students 
from Albany who have cars stay at the Col-
lege on the Friday night and drive home the 
following morning.   
 
More detailed information about the Col-
lege Ball will be sent out to parents soon 
and is included in the Residential Manager 
report in this newsletter.   
 
Annual General Meeting – College Board 
 
A reminder to parents and other members 
of our school community that our Annual 
General meeting of the College Board will 
take place on Friday June 1,  commencing at 
7pm in the College Dining Room.  We’ve 
timed the meeting to coincide with students 
leaving the College to attend the College Ball 
at the Denmark Boating and Angling Club,  
so as many parents as possible have the 
opportunity to attend.  
 
The College Board Chairperson will outline 
the role of the Board and provide a brief 
overview of the Board’s activities over the 
previous 12 months. Following the meeting, 
staff and parents can travel to the Denmark 
Hotel for an evening meal. 
 
 

From the Principal’s desk 
The Annual Report includes a report on progress towards achievement of 
key targets in the College’s 2017-2020 Business Plan... 



Steve Swallow 

Steve.Swallow@education.wa.edu.au 

From the Principal cont... 

 
Electronic Delivery of Student Reports 
 
Parents should have received an electronic 
version of their son or daughter’s Term 1 
Progress Report in addition to the tradition-
al hard copy report delivered via postal 
mail.  We will continue to provide parents 
with both an electronic and hard copy ver-
sion of school reports for the remainder of 
2018 and review whether both are neces-
sary for 2019.   
 
School Enrolment Interviews 
 
We have already commenced our student 
enrolment interviews for 2019.  Given the 
very strong demand for places I would urge 
anyone who is thinking of trying to secure a 
place for their son or daughter to do so as 
soon as possible.  Application forms can be 
downloaded from our website.   
 
Student Competitions 
 
Students have been involved in several 
competitions including the Harvey Beef 
Gate 2 Plate Inter-school Challenge, Bruns-
wick Youth Cattle Handlers Camp and the 
“Saddles Plus” equestrian event at Briga-
doon, which are  all featured in this news-
letter.  
 
Year 10 Students will also be taking part in 
the 24th annual Australian Geography Com-

Harvey Beef Gate 2 Plate Schools Challenge once again attracted a large audience and 
entered its fourth year. The event educates students about aspects of the beef supply 
chain in WA and exposes them to the various career opportunities available to them in 
the beef industry.   
 
Students participated in the inter-school competition which is run in conjunction with 
the field day. Jenna Wise came 3rd in the Knowledge Quiz, Deahna Keam achieved 2nd 
place in the Calving competition and Tahnee Montgomery 2nd place in the Stock Han-
dling competition.  
 
Pictured L-R: Deahna Keam, Jenna Wise and Tahnee Montgomery with their winning 
ribbons. 

Harvey Beef Gate 2 Plate - Inter School Challenge 

A number of our students also partici-
pated in the Brunswick Youth Cattle 
Handlers Camp at the end of Term 1. 
The purpose of this camp is to educate 
young people aged between 8 – 25 
years in various aspects of the cattle 
industry. Under direction of the com-
mittee who has extensive experience 
in the cattle industry, the participant’s 
gain knowledge and hands on experi-
ence in handling skills, safety, cattle 
health and nutrition and public speak-
ing. Two College students Deahna 
Keam and Jayne Thompson achieved 
particularly good results in the cattle 
parading competition. 

 
Right:  Deahna Keam receiving a   
ribbon for 4th place in the advanced 
handler class. 
 

Student Competitions 

Brunswick Youth Cattle Handler Camp  



 
Social Conscience Important  

 

Students welcomed a presentation from 
Gemma Pitts and Donna Masters from “Life 
Without Barriers.“  The visitors spoke about 
homelessness, disability and domestic vio-
lence and the work they do in Manjimup at 
the LWB ‘safe house’.  It was a sobering 
experience for many students to learn the 
extent of the plight of others less fortunate. 
 
Pictured L-R: Haylee Pitts, Donna Masters 
(LWB),  Paetyn Benn,  Gemma Pitts (LWB) 
and Jordan Tapscott. 

 

Focus on Careers  

This month saw a focus on careers, with 
guest speakers coming from a range of 
backgrounds to address students about ca-
reer options.  
 
The Australian Defence Force (ADF) and 
Worklink WA both visited the College to 
speak with Year 12 students about possible 
career choices. Worklink WA is a not for 
profit, training solutions and career services 
agency founded in 1988. Career Consultants 
Sally Pamberger and Liz Fay, spoke to stu-
dents about how to not only write a suc-
cessful resume and what to expect when 
applying for jobs, but how to market your-
self once you land an interview. A short vid-
eo presentation gave students a visual kick 
start to think about how they will approach 
their job-seeking activities.  
 
The Australian Defence Force was repre-
sented by Amelia King from the Australian 
Army and Stephanie Clark from the Australi-
an Navy. They came with a focus… to en-
courage young women in particular to apply 
for careers through the Defence Force. They 
also promoted the defence forces “try be-
fore you buy” scheme, where Year 12 
school leavers can spend 12 months, fully 
paid, to see if a career in the forces is for 
them. The program is aimed at students 
intending to take a “gap year” to work and 
study before going on to full-time study or 
employment. The ADF provide both tech-
nical and non-technical training opportuni-
ties.  

Above:  Australian Defence Force representatives flank Codey Baxter, Jack Nairn, Geor-
gia Keast and Chelsea Butterworth. Below: Worklink consultants Liz Fay & Sally Pem-
berger speak to Year 12’s about career choices and how to apply for jobs. 



Students who have not passed the OLNA in 
Reading, Writing and/or Numeracy will have 
another opportunity in the second round 
commencing in September. 
 
ATAR Exams and Externally Set Tasks 
(ESTs) 
 
The Year 12 Agricultural Studies and Trades 
students will be sitting an Externally Set 
Task (EST) for each WACE subject in weeks 2 
to 4, starting on Thursday 10th of May. The 
Teaching staff have provided background 
information to the students, explaining the 
requirements and expectations for each set 
task. The Year 11 and 12 ATAR students will 
be sitting their Semester One Exams at vari-
ous stages this term, commencing on Friday 
18th of May. A copy of the exam timetable 
can be located in the Head of Studies Re-
port and on the College website. 
 
Work Experience-Final Week of Term 2 
 
The following options are available to stu-
dents in the final week of Term 2 from June 
25 – June 29: 
 

 Year 10’s will have the option of partici-
pating in Country Week Sport or continuing 
at the College with their normal College 
program. 
 

 Year 11’s and 12’s will have the option 
of participating in Country Week or under-
taking a one-week work experience place-
ment. 
 
Year 12 students who are enrolled in a Cer-
tificate III Agriculture will also have the op-
tion of staying at the College and continuing 
to work towards this qualification. 
  
By this stage Year 11 and 12 students 
should know whether they are involved in 
Country Week 2018.  If students are not 
going to Country Week they will need to 
undertake a week of school-authorised 
work experience.  Information regarding the 
one-week block of work experience at the 
end of this term has already been sent out 

From the Deputy Principal 
All Year 12 students will need to declare that they are aware of the require-
ments  to achieve the WACE and for sitting the ATAR exam... 

Amanda Gaunt 

Amanda.Gaunt@education.wa.edu.au 

Home Weekend 
 
A home weekend has been planned for the 
WA Day public holiday weekend from 1st 
June to 5th June.  The College learning pro-
gramme will continue to 4.00pm on Friday 
1st June and resume 8.10am on Wednesday 
the 6th June.  The College provides a travel 
day on leave weekends to allow students 
extra time at home. However, the travel 
day also results in lost instructional time at 
the College. It is therefore very important 
that students complete a full working day 
on Friday 1st June and are back in time for 
an 8.10am start on Wednesday 6th June.  
 
Student Declaration and Permission online 
  
Each year the School Curriculum and Stand-
ards Authority requires all Year 12 students 
to complete an online declaration and per-
mission.  The deadline for students to com-
plete this process online is Thursday, 21 
June 2018. 
  
Student Declaration 
 
All Year 12 students will need to declare 
that they are aware of the requirements to 
achieve the Western Australian Certificate 
of Education (WACE) and for sitting the 
ATAR course examination. These require-
ments are listed in the Year 12 Information 
Handbook which is available on the Author-
ity website at:  
 
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/
year-12-information.  
 
Student Permission 
 
All Year 12 students will be asked to give 
permission for the following: 
 
(a) Release of their name should 
 they win an award 
 The School Curriculum and Stand-
 ards Authority award winners are 
 published in the media and on the 
 Authority’s website if permission to 
 do so has been given by the student. 

(b) Use of school work for creating 
 support materials 

 The Authority is seeking per
 mission for the use of school 
 work produced during 2018, 
 e.g. assignments, projects, 
 portfolios, tests, school-based 
 exam responses. 
 

(c) Use of examination responses 
 (written and practical) 

 The Authority is seeking per
 mission for the use of ATAR 
 course written and practical 
 examination responses 
 (copyright owned by the  
 student) 
 

It is probably easiest for everyone if 
students complete the online declara-
tion and permission here at the Col-
lege, but your son or daughter is en-
couraged to discuss each of the above 
questions with you prior to doing so. 
Indeed, the online procedure has been 
developed so that your son or daugh-
ter cannot complete the student per-
mission unless they click on ‘Yes’  ‘I 
have discussed my responses to the 
above questions with my parents/
guardians’.  
 
Further information is available on the 
Student declaration page via School 
Curriculum and Standards Authority’s 
Year 11 and 12 website http://senior-
secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/the-wace/
student-declaration 
 
OLNA Testing 
 
The first round of OLNA results has 
been released and I am pleased to 
note the overall progress made by our 
students, in particular our Year 10 stu-
dents who have passed the OLNA 
Reading and Numeracy assessments.  
 
An update of the OLNA results will be 
included in the Semester One Reports.  
 

http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/year-12-information
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/year-12-information


Deputy Principal cont... 

to all parents of Year 11 and 12 students.  It 
would be greatly appreciated if parents 
could return the Work Experience Place-
ment Information form to the school as 
soon as possible.  
 
Additional Work Experience for Year 12 
Trades and Agricultural Studies Students – 
Second Last Week of Term 2 
 
The College recognises the importance of 
our students (particularly those who are 
apprenticeship, traineeship or employment 
bound) experiencing a range of different 
work places during their training program.  
We also acknowledge that work experience 
placements, particularly for our Year 12 
Trades and Agricultural Studies students, 
often lead to apprenticeship or job offers 
the following year. 
 
In light of this, an additional one-week block 
of work experience is available for all Year 
12 Trades and Agricultural Studies students 
in the second last week of Term 2. These 
students then have the option of completing 
another week of work experience in the 
final week of term or participating in Coun-
try Week. 

Amanda Gaunt 

Amanda.Gaunt@education.wa.edu.au 

Representatives from the College attended 
Denmark’s ANZAC Day Parade. The march 
provides us with an opportunity to join in 
with our local community and pay our re-
spects to those service men and women 
who have so courageously served Australia 
in various military conflicts over the past 
century.  
Left:  Year 12 student Kayla Emmerton laid 
a wreath at the War Memorial during the 
Commemorative service. 

Cultural Tour  
 

Recently, as part of the College’s   
Geography program, Year 10 students 
visited sites of significance to Noongar 
people around Ocean Beach and Wil-
son Inlet.  
 

Local Elder, Joey Williams, talked to 
the students about how the land sup-
ported the local people before Euro-
pean settlement, and about aspects of 
Noongar knowledge and culture. Joey 
also shared some of his own stories 
and demonstrated bush tucker and 
medicine foraging. It was an inter-
esting and valuable excursion, and I’m 
sure everyone took away a new ap-
preciation of the amazing landscape 
and history of this region. 
 
Right:  Local Elder, Joey Williams of 

Poornarti Tours discusses the value of 

plants. 

Year 10 students to take part in the  
2018 Australian Geography Competition  

 
Year 10 Students from the WA College of 
Agriculture, Denmark will be taking part in 
the 24th annual Australian Geography Com-
petition in Week 4. 
 
Over 70,000 students from around Australia 
have entered the Competition, which is a 
joint initiative of the Australian Geography 
Teachers’ Association and the Royal Geo-
graphical Society of Queensland. 
 
The competition will give us the opportunity 
to highlight geography at the College and 
challenge our students. The test is a rigor-
ous one, covering general knowledge, prac-
tical geography skills (reading maps and 
graphs), and geography-specific concepts. 
 
For further information, please contact   
Shiralee Goodwill on 9848 0200 or visit the 
competition website at: 
 

www.geographycompetition.org.au 

 

http://www.geographycompetition.org.au


Stirling to Coast Farmers Student Mentor 
Program 
 
Stirling to Coast Farmers (SCF) is a member-
ship based farmer led organisation, with a 
membership of over 85 farm businesses 
representing over 250 farmers and their 
families.  Collectively they manage approxi-
mately 400 000 ha ranging from Frankland 
to Wellstead, the Stirling Ranges to the 
Coast. They focus on research and develop-
ment with a wide variety of trials being im-
plemented and other activities including 
Crop Updates, Winter and Spring Field days, 
as well as workshops on crops, pastures and 
livestock. Stirlings to Coast Farmers (SCF) is 
looking to the future as it develops a part-
nership with the WA College of Agriculture, 
Denmark. 
 
On Friday 11th May SCF launched a new Stu-
dent Membership and Mentoring program 
in partnership with the College. CEO of SCF, 
Dr. Christine Kershaw launched the program 
at the College in a presentation to College 
students and staff. Dr. Kershaw said, 
“Stirlings to Coast Farmers is proud to sup-
port the youth and the future of the agricul-
tural industry by providing better links be-
tween farmers and agricultural students. 
The program includes a membership pack-
age enabling the students to learn about 
SCF, our members and agricultural research 
through our newsletter, Trials Review book-
let and targeted presentations and demon-
strations by SCF staff and sponsors in the 
Agricultural Industry.”  
 
It is hoped the initiative will create more 
connections between farmers and agricul-
ture students and will hopefully lead to 
more young people considering a career in 
the agricultural industry. 
 
Future plans for the project include extend-
ing the Student Membership to other local 
schools with an Agriculture focus and con-
ducting on-farm trials and demonstrations 
with the students.  Students will also have 
the opportunity to take part in work experi-
ence placement at the SCF office, and later 
with interested SCF members. 

Externally Set Task (EST) 
 
There will be ESTs for Year 12 General 
courses which need to be completed in 
Week 2 – 4 of this term.  ESTs are in-
class assessments that carry a heavy 
weighting of 15% towards their final 
grade. These are compulsory assess-
ments that are developed by the 
School Curriculum and Standard Au-
thority.  Currently students are revising 
for these assessments.   
 
Semester 1 Exams 
 
Students undertaking Year 11 ATAR 
and 12 ATAR courses are preparing for 
their exams.  The exams are starting 
Week 3, 18th May and teachers are 
conducting revision sessions in class to 
prepare students. I encourage students 
to use their time wisely to revise for 
these exams and ask the teaching staff 
if they require further assistance.    
 
All exams will commence 8.10 am or 
12.30 pm and will take between 2-3 
hours to complete.  In accordance with 
the WA College of Agriculture – Den-

From the Head of Studies 
It is hoped this new initiative will create more connections between 

farmers and students... 

mark Assessment Policy, all students must 
sit the exam on the day and time period 
specified. 
 
The only exception to this requirement will 
be if the student has a medical certificate 
from a doctor confirming that the student 
was unable to participate on the day.  Any 
student who does not attend the exam 
and/or fails to provide a valid medical cer-
tificate, will receive a zero mark for the ex-
am.  
 
Exam dates are listed in the table provided 
on the next page and they are also listed on 
the College website: 
 

www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au 
 
I look forward to supporting and working 
with the students this term.  If you have any 
questions please don’t hesitate to contact 
the class staff or myself and we will endeav-
our to assist.  Also check the College web-
site for assessment due dates. 
 

Stuart Irwin 

Stuart.Irwin@education.wa.edu.au 

Above: Dr. Christine Kershaw (far right) pictured with members of the SCF Board, Year 
11A ATAR students and Mr. Irwin who facilitated the SCF presentation.  



Plant Production Systems 

  11 ATAR Exam Dates 

Biology 8.10 – 11.50am Periods 1 – 4 
Thursday 24th May 

Maths 8.10 – 11.50am Periods 1 -  4 
Friday 8th June 

English 8.10 – 11.50am Periods 1 – 4 
Monday 18th June 

Plant 
Prod. 

12.30 – 4pm      Periods 5 – 8 
Thursday 21st June 

Animal 
Prod. 

8.10 – 11.50am Periods 1 – 4 
Friday 22nd June 

 
 12 ATAR Exam Dates 

Maths 8.10 – 11.50am Periods 1 -  4 
Friday 18th May 

English 8.10 – 11.50am Periods 1 – 4 
Wednesday 30th May 

Biology 8.10 – 11.50am Periods 1 – 4 
Thursday 31st May 

Animal 
Prod. 

12.30 – 4pm      Periods 5 – 8 
Tuesday 12th June 

Plant 
Prod. 

8.10 – 11.50am Periods 1 – 4 
Thursday 21st June The Year 11’s have been busy harvesting their horticulture crops which is supplying the 

College kitchen and the local IGA’s with fresh weekly produce.  The main crops include 
silver beet, corn, pumpkins, leeks, lettuce, broccoli and cabbage.  This gives our stu-
dents a broad insight into horticulture, including the harvesting, processing and mar-
keting of crops. 

Remember this photo? It was of  
Students planting crops in March. 

Now we are up to this!  

Oaten Hay Fodder Crop   
 
Students have been preparing their oaten 
hay fodder crop paddock.  We have finished 
applying the final knockdown spray and 
picked up any rocks.   
 
The Great Plain Seeder has been calibrated 
to seed at 100kg per hectare using a variety 
called Mammoth which is a long season 
variety suitable for grazing, hay and silage 
production.   
 
The paddock is now seeded thanks to the 
students and David York our Pasture Man-
ager.  We aim to grow a 10 tonne per hec-
tare hay crop and this forms a learning con-
text for Plant Production Systems.   
 
The students will be involved in all aspects 
of the crop with regular meetings with Mr 
York.  We have also had great support from 
Keith Gundill at CSBP fertiliser, Heritage 
Seed and Brent Pritchard our agronomist. 
 

Clockwise from top:  Year 11 Plant Production 
Systems student Paige Wheatley takes a turn 
to crank the handle, while students calibrate 
the Great Plain  
Seeder.  
 

Clare McKay gets ready to help Mr. York in 
seeding the paddock.  
 
Year 12 students line up after a big afternoon 
in the fodder crop paddock. 

Harvesting Crops 

Exam Dates  



Mid-Winter Ball and Home Weekend 
 
The ball is an exciting event on the school 
calendar and forms an important part of the 
students’ social life on campus.  To ensure 
that it is also a safe event and to discour-
age students from attending ‘afters’ par-
ties, it is our preference that students return 
to the College after the ball.  
 
Students will only be released on Friday 
night from the College to Parents or Guardi-
ans and will not be allowed to self-drive 
from the College on Friday night.  Students 
requiring travel arrangements will need to 
submit a travel request and will be trans-
ferred on Saturday morning to Albany to 
catch the TRANSWA bus.  Parents who are 
collecting students from the College on Sat-
urday can join us for breakfast before de-
parting. 
 
As this is a school initiated activity, students 
are required to abide by the established 
school rules. Where there is a breach of any 
of these rules, contact will be made with 
parents and appropriate action will be tak-
en.  This may include parents being asked to 
collect their child from the Ball. Students are 
reminded that the College has a no toler-
ance policy in relation to alcohol and other 
drug use. 
 
Students can leave Residence after the ball 
according to the following guidelines: 
 

 A leave form is submitted by a parent/
guardian. The leave will be approved by the 
College and must be a parent/guardian.  If 
your child is on the Ball Committee they will 
be required to stay back and assist with the 
clean-up.  Please take this into consideration 
re your leave forms. 
 

 We will not approve siblings/friends or 
parents of other students to collect your 
child. 
 

 Students requiring bus transport on 
Saturday will not be given leave and will 
return to College after the Ball finishes. 

 Students are deemed to have com-
menced Home Weekend leave from 
the time of collection by a Parent or 
Guardian and may not return to resi-
dence until 4 pm; 5th June, 2018. Please 
note that staff will be collecting stu-
dents from the bus and will not be on 
site until that time. 
 

 Partners who arrive at the College 
in their own vehicle will be required to 
leave their vehicle at the College, col-
lecting their vehicle at the end of the 
evening.  
 

 Young people attending who are 
not College students must declare their 
age to be over 15 and under 21 at the 
time of the ball. Date of birth must be 
provided on the permission slip.   
 

 All students and guests attending 
the ball must wear appropriate ball 
attire. 
 
After reading the information that was 
sent out in Week 2, please sign the 
consent form and either post or fax to 
9848 2997 or email to the College by 
Monday 29th May, 2018. 

 
 

From the Residential Manager 
The Ball is an exciting event ...to ensure this is a safe event and to discourage 
“after parties” it is our preference that students return to the College... 

Denmark Mountain Bike Club and Boston 
Brewery 
 
Travis La Bianca, Dylan Whitehurst, Connor 
Burrow and Kona Gillespie competed in the 
inaugural community mountain bike race 
event held at the locally built track between 
College land and Boston Brewery.  Our stu-
dents won the junior team event; congratu-
lations to the team and thank you to Dane 
Carter who has been integral in getting this 
team up and running and who assisted on 
the day.  By all accounts this was a very suc-
cessful day and an event that we will see in 
the annual calendar.   
 
Denmark Community Foundation 
 
The Denmark Community Foundation and 
FRRR have provided vouchers to the school 
for students who need some financial assis-
tance to purchase and/or replace uniforms 
to attend the College. The vouchers are 
available to students who are identified by 
staff or the students themselves as requir-
ing the financial assistance that the ‘Back to 
School Program’ provides. The Denmark 
Community Foundation have been sup-
porting students at this college through this 

WA College of Agriculture 

2018 Mid-Winter Ball 
 

Join us in the College dining room 

at 5.30pm for appetisers and    

photographs. 
 

Denmark Boating & Angling Club 

end of Ocean Beach Road Denmark 

1st June 2018 

Five thirty pm until ten thirty pm 

 

Arrive at the College 5.30pm de-

parting for venue 6.15-6.30pm 
 

RSVP to College by 29 May 2018 



Residential Manager cont... 

program for many years.  On behalf of the 
College I thank the Foundation and FRRR for 
their ongoing support.   
 
Please contact me (Kelli Gillies) if you re-
quire further information regarding this as-
sistance.  

 
REACH – Installation 
 
Reach….I am making my way through the list 
of students and sorting out the issues for 
parents who have not received their 
username and password.  Some of you 
would have received new log on and pass-
words. I will send a text to prompt you to 
have a look for it in your emails.  If after that 
you still have not received your username 
and log-on could you please email me at 
kelli.gillies@education.wa.edu.au and let me 
know. Please also include the details that 
you would like for REACH and we will update 
the system which will then send through 
your log in details.  
 
While we are working through this we will 
run the two leave systems concurrently  
while parents, students and staff are getting 
the hang of it all. The REACH APP features: 
 

Create leave events 
View and Manage Leave Events 
Sign in and out of school campus 
Manage Hosts 
Personal Leave Calendar 
 

Seating Arrangements in the Dining Room 
 
Often it is the seemingly small issues that 
can cause the greatest anxiety….we have 
seating plans in the dining room for break-
fast and dinner to encourage students to 
socialise outside their friendship groups and 
to make it easier for new and old students 
to meet others and to not worry too much 
about who they should or will be sitting with 
at meal times.  Lunch is a bit more relaxed 
and students can choose to sit with their 
friends. 
 
Laundry 
 
Second hand clothing is available in the 
laundry.  Check with Carol  and Michelle our 
laundry ladies if you need to change sizes of 
clothing before buying anything new.  We 
welcome donations of the College uniform 
(in good condition) as students leave the 
College.  Clothing without name tags will be 
displayed on the table for collection when 
the laundry is staffed, otherwise it will be 
packed away until the following shift.  A rec-

ord of lost clothing is kept in the laun-
dry.  If students have lost an item of 
clothing please report it to the laundry 
staff. 
 
College Uniforms 
 
There are second hand uniforms avail-
able in the laundry and via our Face-
book group WACoA Denmark – Buy 
and Sell – Second-hand uniforms  
 
Can you please check your child’s uni-
form; in particular year 11’s and 12’s 
to make sure students are not wearing 
clothing that is too small, ripped, or 
stained. Please check boots also. 
 
Health and Wellbeing 
 
The College continues to provide sup-
port to students requiring doctors and 
other health related appointments. 
Where possible these appointments 
are made outside of school hours to 
minimise disruption to the school pro-
gram. For any follow up appointments 
with specialists the College asks par-
ents and carers where possible to 
make these during school holidays.  
Please contact the College if your child 
has any medical imaging needs before 
appointments are made in Albany.  
 
When students are ill in residence the     
College will provide immediate care 
and will arrange necessary medical 
appointments. To minimise the spread 
of illness all students who are unwell 
are required to remain in their rooms, 
eat after all other students and mini-
mise contact with other students until 
recovered. If students are unable to 
participate in the learning program for 
more than one day the College will 
contact families to discuss alternative 
care arrangements. 
 
School Nurse 
 
Madeleine Blakers will be attending 
the College from 0730-0810 Tuesday 
to Friday. Madeleine will come and say 
hello in the dining room and see any-
one who would like to be assessed (i.e. 
Borders that have been unwell over-
night).   
 
She will make her way to the sick bay 
thereafter to see any students that 
would like to drop in. 
School Psychologist 

Kelli Gillies 

Kelli.Gillies@education.wa.edu.au 

 
Renae Davies is our Provisionally Registered 
School Psychologist for 2018. Renae will be 
on campus on Wednesday for any students 
who would like to make an appointment.  
Renae can help students with strategies for 
settling into boarding life, managing rela-
tionships, study habits and exam stress.  We 
would like to encourage students to use this 
valuable service.  Parents can contact Renae 
on a Wednesday at the College. 
 
Travel Arrangements for Home Weekend  
 
The College organises travel arrangements 
(bus tickets) for home weekend and end of 
term. Please advise the school or your child 
of the travel arrangements for the home 
weekend.   
 
The College books travel for the home 
weekend (if required due to the Ball). The 
return time is always booked for students to 
arrive together in the afternoon of the re-
turn day for one pick up. Tickets that are 
changed so as to arrive at a later time will 
incur a pick up fee of by the College of 
$100.00. All other travel arrangements 
throughout the term are to be arranged by 
the parent/guardian. 
  
Vehicle Forms 
 
A reminder that prior to any student vehi-
cle/motor cycle being brought to the      
College please ensure all forms are com-
pleted and up-to-date and that any vehicle 
or motorbike that comes on to site has 
been approved.  Quad bikes will not be ap-
proved as part of our recreational motor 
cycle program. 
 
Medication 
 
We require students to hand in any medica-
tion that they have to residential staff. Med-
ication is recorded, stored and administered 
from the residential office. 
 
Weekend Leave Forms/Requests 
 
While we are transitioning to REACH you 
can still submit leave forms via facsimile or 
email. Please ensure weekend leave forms 
are in by close of business Wednesday so 
that we can prepare for the weekend     
accordingly. The College will contact you if 
there are any concerns regarding leave ar-
rangements. Student safety is our utmost 
concern with regard to leave arrangements. 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:kelli.gillies@education.wa.edu.au


Dear Parents, 
 

Our school photo day will be on Monday 
28th August 2018.  Every student will receive 
a Kapture Photography order envelope with 
their Semester 1 school report.  The recom-
mended method of ordering your photos is 
online through Kapture’s website as your 
payment is secure and can be easily verified 
at any time. If you pay online, there is no 
need to return the order envelope to 
school.  Alternatively you can pay by cash 
and return the provided envelope to the 
school office or directly to the photographer 
on the day. Please note the photographers 
cannot open sealed envelopes and cannot 
provide change.  
 
You also have the option to order a sibling 
photo package online, however please note 
sibling orders will close midday sharp at 
least one day before photo day. We sug-
gest you place your online sibling order as 
soon as you receive your order envelope 
with your order instructions.   
 

Log on to kapture.com.au for your sibling 
photo order cut-off date and time. 
Late requests cannot be granted. 

 

Late payment envelopes cannot be accept-
ed by the school office or by Kapture. You 
can place an order online for class or indi-
vidual photographs at any time for the re-
mainder of the current school year however 
a $15 fee will apply if you order more than 
10 days after photography.  
 
If your child is in a sports or special group 
photo, you can use the same school code on 
your order envelope to view and order 
these photos on Kapture’s website, around 
the time that school photos are ready to be 
delivered. Please note; Class group, individ-
ual and sibling portraits are not available to 
view online.  
 
Kapture offer a money back guarantee for 
any parent who is not fully satisfied with 
their photo package. Should you have any 
queries before or after photo day, please 
direct them to the Kapture office on 9240 
1714 or email enquiries@kapture.com.au. 
 
All students will be photographed individual-
ly on photo day for school administration 
records AS WELL as included in their class 
group photo available for purchase to all 
families. Should there be any reason why 
your child should NOT be included in the 
photo shoot –please contact the school 
office on 9848 0200.  
 

School Photo Day  
 

School Nurse - On Asthma 

It was World Asthma Day on 1 May and many people may ask...Asthma – what is it? 
Put simply, as we breathe, air moves in and out of the lungs through branching air-
ways. People with asthma have sensitive airways. When they are exposed to certain 
‘triggers’ (e.g. cigarette smoke), their airways narrow making it hard for them to 
breathe. The three main factors that cause this narrowing of the airways are:  
 

 The inside lining of the airways becomes red and swollen (inflamed). 

 The muscle around the airway tightens. 

 Extra mucus is produced. 
 

What are the main symptoms of asthma?  
 

 Wheezing - a high pitched raspy sound on breathing 

 Coughing 

 Shortness of breath 

 Tightness in the chest 
 

Symptoms can vary from person to person, and from time to time within the same 
person. Some people have all the symptoms, while some may only have a cough or 
wheeze. Symptoms can vary considerably in intensity. Asthma attacks should be taken 
seriously and treated quickly. For more information visit: http://www.asthmawa.org.au 

 

Driving Competency 
 

This year we have changed the way the students obtain a vehicle licence. First stu-
dents undertake an induction, followed by a lesson with a small tractor and automatic 
utility (Probationary RED Licence). This allows our trainer to assess the students prior 
skills and knowledge. Then as they progress they will have the opportunity to move to 
the next level—Stage One (Yellow Licence). This allows the student to drive the manu-
al utility and a medium size tractor with or without a training officer in the vehicle.  
Finally the student can progress to a Stage Two (Green licence) which enables them to 
drive large tractors, the truck and other vehicles like the CAT Loader, TELE handler and 
more. 
 
 

Leavers Jackets The Year 12 Leavers Jackets have now arrived and are ready to 

purchase. The jackets are $85.00 each and payment is to be made to the College be-
fore the jacket can be released to the student. Thank you. 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.asthmawa.org.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJanice.Axe%40education.wa.edu.au%7C5722bd6550ae424f796208d5a018ae43%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C1%7C636590950223269302&sdata=2NvxQm9Rw%2FXJG54


Well we are back into another term and 
things have not slowed down on the farm.  
 
Welcome to new Farm Staff 
 
As noted in the Principal’s report, in the last 
6 weeks we have had a few staff changes. 
We are thankful to welcome Kylie Quilty 
into the role of Dairy ATO. Kylie has been 
working at a large dairy on the west coast 
for the last six years and previous to that 
she has also owned and managed her own 
dairy of 150 jersey cows. I am sure that she 
will settle in well to her role and be an asset 
to our training staff. 
 
After advertising for an ATO in the sheep 
section the College has appointed Mike  
Hyder to the position of Sheep ATO. Having 
previously worked for the Department of 
Agriculture & Food WA for 30 years, Mike 
comes to us with a wealth of knowledge. He 
has also been strongly involved in the 
‘Lifetime Ewe Management” program which 
is something that will greatly benefit the 
sheep enterprise at the college. At the time 
of writing Mike has not commenced his po-
sition at the College but hopefully we will 
soon be able to welcome him to our farm 
team.  

From the Farm Supervisor 
There has been a lot of work over the past few months preparing 

our pastures for the coming season... 

Fred Knight 

Fred.Knight@education.wa.edu.au 

Photo—Kind acknowledgement Farm Weekly  

Livestock 
 
Things have been busy across the live-
stock sections as well. Calving has 
finished in both the dairy and beef 
herds. At the beginning of May Artifi-
cial Insemination (AI) was performed 
in our beef herd as well as our dairy 
heifers. This is done so that we can 
continue to breed with good genetics 
that suit our breeding objectives.  
 
To prepare for the AI, these cattle had 
their oestrus cycles synchronised so 
that they could all be inseminated on 
the same day. The students were in-
volved in these processes and I would 
again like to thank the students who 
gave up their time on the weekends 
to help out with this.  The dairy herd is 
also currently being  artificially insemi-
nated, but on their more natural heat 
cycles.  
 
Our sheep enterprise is busy at the 
moment with lambing in our commer-
cial sheep flock. For those students 
who are rostered on the sheep sec-
tion a large part of their day is taken 
up checking ewes. They will check that 

they are not having lambing difficulties and 
assist with births where needed.  
 
This term students start preparing animals 
for the Perth Royal Show. Miss Angilley is 
currently breaking in 9 steers of different 
breeds for the Royal Show carcass competi-
tion. There are also 12 Merino weathers 
being prepared to go into the Australian 
Wool Industry (AWI) Merino Wether Com-
petition. 
 
Horticulture  
 
In the horticulture section there have been 
a number of different crops grown and har-
vested. Large crops of corn and pumpkin as 
well as smaller crops of lettuce, cabbage, 
broccoli and silver-beet are being grown 
and harvested. These crops are used to sup-
ply to our college kitchen as well as the local 
IGA.   
   

    
 
 
 

Terry  De Vos 

Terrence.DeVos@education.wa.edu.au 

Pasture Management  
 
There has been a great deal of work over 
the last few months preparing our pastures 
for the coming season. Over the last six 
weeks this has mainly been focused on re-
seeding 80ha of the College’s pastures; this 
has been a mix of ryegrass, clover and oats.  
 
A high quantity of the seed that was sown 
has germinated, however we are looking for 
good follow up rain to keep the pastures 
growing well. I would also like to thank the 
students who came in over the holidays to 
assist us in keeping our seeding program 
happening. Your help was appreciated.  
 
Pictured Right:  Students prepare the seed-
er for seeding the Fodder Paddock.  



not received a copy of the allowance 
forms, please visit our website : 
 
https://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/
enrolment/financial-assistance/.  
 
If you would like a paper copy of the 
application form sent out to you, 
please let us know.  
 
Boarding Away from Home Allowance 
(BAHA) $1,948.00 
 
The Department of Education makes 
available a student Boarding Away 
from Home Allowance each year to 
families with children attending prima-
ry and/or secondary school and board-
ing in residential accommodation.  
The allowance consists of two compo-
nents: 

Agricultural Special Subsidy which 
applies to all students in residence 
who are not in receipt of Assis- 
tance for Isolated Children (AIC) 
from the Department of Human 

Services (Centrelink). 
 
 AIC Subsidy which applies to 

all students who are currently 
in receipt of AIC from the De-
partment of Human Services 
(Centrelink). 

 
BAHA Agricultural Special Subsidy Ap-
plications close 31 July 2018. 
 

From the Business Manager  

Is your account missing a sum of money 

from a deposit made into the College bank? 

Convenient Payment Options 

BAHA AIC Applications close 30 November 
2018. 
 
Further Contact & Information 
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the friendly administration team or myself 
with any questions or concerns regarding 
your account at the College on:  
 
(08) 9848 0200 or email 
denmark.wacoa.finance@education.wa.edu.au. 

 

Cheques & Money Orders Posted to PO Box 350, Denmark WA 6333 

Electronic Transfer BSB: 306 009 Account: 0110895 
Bank: Bankwest Denmark 
Please use student name as reference 

Credit/Debit Card Credit card payments can be made in person at the  Col-
lege between 8am—4pm Monday to Friday 

Unknown Payment! 
 
Is your school account missing a sum of 
money from a deposit made into the Col-
lege bank account? A deposit made to the 
College in April was unable to be matched 
up to an account. Please contact us on:  

denmark.wacoa.finance@education.wa.edu.au   
if you believe this payment may be yours! 
 
Residential Boarding Fees - Instalment 1 
and 2 
 
Please be advised that the first and second 
instalments of the Residential Accommoda-
tion Fee should be paid in full prior to the 
commencement of term 3.  
 
This does not apply to parents and carers 
who are on an approved payment plan or 
are in receipt of the Assistance for Isolated 
Children where payments are directed to 
the College.  
 
The College is currently reviewing accounts 
of concern and will be communicating with 
those parents and carers shortly. 
 
A big thank you to those parents and carers 
who are up-to-date with their accounts. 
 
 
Remaining Student Allowances and        
Subsidies for 2018 
 
If a particular allowance or subsidy applies 
to your situation, please complete the asso-
ciated application form and return to the 
address indicated on the form. If you have 

Craig Armstrong 

Craig.Armstrong@education.wa.edu.au 

Notice Board  

 

Meningococcal Vaccine 

Monday 28th May.  

Year 10 Meningococcal vaccinations 
commence   at 9.30am. 

 

Information Request 

 

Shortly, parents and carers will receive 

communication from the College re-

questing information about your occu-

pation and education. All parents across 

Australia, no matter which school their 

child attends, are being asked to provide 

information about their family back-

ground to promote an education system 

which is fair for all Australian students 

regardless of their background. 

Providing this information is voluntary 

but your information will help the De-

partment of Education to ensure that all 

students are being well served by our 

public schools. 

Thank you 

https://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/enrolment/financial-assistance/
https://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/enrolment/financial-assistance/
mailto:denmark.wacoa.finance@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:denmark.wacoa.finance@education.wa.edu.au


Art In The Park Winners 
 
The Porongorup’s Art in the Park 

attracted the attention of two WA 

College of Agriculture students Luke 

Barker (Year 12) and Abbey Barker 

(Year 10). The annual event which is 

held in the Porongorup Range raises 

money to continue the event and care 

for the Australian heritage listed na-

tional park.  

 

Luke took out People’s Choice in the 

Adults Open section and Abbey won 

the Children’s People’s Choice and 

also came 3rd with her 2nd entry.  

 

The College conducts courses in met-

als and engineering in its state of the 

art Trade Training Centre and it is 

wonderful to see students using their 

abilities and skills in such an artistic 

way. 

 

Have you read the news today ? 

The College endeavours to highlight the 
achievements of students, signal upcoming 
events and post items of news wherever 
possible. To facilitate this, the College Face-
Book page has become much more active 
since the beginning of the year. Recent high-
lights include: 
 
 Rosters & Job Vacancies 
 Sponging Ewes & AI 
 Young Citizen of the Year 
 Students on Farm Machinery 
 Weed Reduction Programme 
 Horticulture crops respond  
 Dairy calves being hand fed 
 Prepping for lamb feedlot trial 
 In the swim – Surf life-saving tests 
 New driving licenses for students 
 Visit to Shire of Denmark nursery 
 Tractor instruction 
 Countryweek – Get ready for sports 
 Preparing tree seedlings for planting 
 Hands  on Maths 
 Wagin Woolorama 
 Black Dog Ride 
 Viticulture pursuits 
 Seed Collection at Black Hole 
 Motor Cycle Safety Video 
 Art in the Park Student Winners 
 Gate2Plate Student Challenge 
 New College Board 
 Crutching sheep and AI 
 Bottling Honey 
 Annual Report 
 Stirlings to Coast Farmers Mentoring 
 Mountain Bike Course Team Wins 
 College Ball Notice 
 
And much, much more... 
 
If you haven’t checked it out, why not follow 
us. 

www.facebook.com/denmarkAgCollege/ 

Go to:  
www.facebook.com/DenmarkAgCollege/ 

 
to follow us for regular updates about 

events  happening at the College. 
 

Share our facebook page with your friends 
so they also can see what your child is 

learning at the College 

Amazing South Coast Mountain Bike Challenge 
 

The College placed a team in the Amazing South Coast Bikes, mountain bike race which 
attracted 18 teams from across the state. The gruelling six hour cross country bike 
event, coursed through Boston Brewery and the WACOA—Denmark. The event was 
hosted by the Denmark Mountain Bike Club. Congratulations to the College team who 
placed first in the Under 18 division.  
 
Pictured Below L-R: Our winning team - Kona Gillespie, Connor Burrows, Dylan White-
hurst and Travis LaBianca. 



Around the College - There is    
always a hive of activity... 

 Pictured clockwise from top: 
 

Cora McInerney crutching sheep;   
 

Tamsin McPherson, Jemma Smith 
and Willow Tarpay in the horticul-
ture area;  
 

Blaine Murphy picking grapes in the 
East River Vineyard;   
 

Paige and Caitlyn Wheatley pressing 
grapes;  
 

Cora McInerney and Emily Perkins 
harvesting Silver beet;  
 

Shakira Clark helps calibrate the 
Great Plains Seeder; 



Upcoming Events 

872 South Coast Highway 

Denmark WA 6333 

 

08 9848 0200  ph 

08 9848 2997 fax 

Denmark.AC@education.wa.edu.au email 

www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au  web 

W e e k  M o n  T u e  W e d  T h u  F r i  S a t  S u n  

Term Two 
4 

MAY 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

5 28 29 30 31 1 JUNE     

 

2 3 

6 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

7 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

8 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

9 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 JULY 

Term 2 2018 

WA College of Agriculture—Denmark 

Classes com-
mence 8am 

Teacher 
Meeting 

TERM END:   
Students depart 

4pm Holidays Commence 

Travel Day 
Resi students 
return 4pm 

May 28 Meningococcal Vac. 
June 1: College Ball 
June 1: Board Meeting 
June 2-4: Home Weekend 
June 5: Travel Day—Resi 
June 6: Classes commence 
June 7: Teacher Meeting 
June 15: Ag Advisory Meeting  
June 18-22: Yr 12 & Ag Studies 
  Work Experience 
June 18-22: Cert III in Advanced 
  Wool Handling 
June 25-29: Yr 11 & 12 Country  
  Week or Work Exp.  
June 25-29: Yr 10 Country Week  
  or Normal school  
  program 

HOME WEEKEND 

Yr 12 Trade & Ag Studies Work Experience & Cert III Wool Handling 

HOME 
WEEKEND 

Yr 11 & 12 Country Week/Work Experience/Yr10 Country Week or Class 

MID 

WINTER 

BALL 


