
 

Our Country Week squad had another enjoyable and successful week in 

Perth in the last week of Term 2.  Many thanks to all the College staff 

and volunteers involved with this year’s squad – and particularly Brad 

Woodruff, our Sports teacher, for his excellent coordination of the 

teams.  While we don’t measure the success of Country Week on wins 

and losses, it deserves mention that our Touch Rugby team, under the 

excellent tuition of our School Chaplain Leon Durant, won back-to-back 

grand finals in their division!  

Inlet Views 
Monthly newsletter of the WA College of Agriculture-Denmark 

Teams give all... 

ISSUE 5 August 2018 

Follow us  on Facebook  and now Instagram for this and other stories… 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DenmarkAgCollege/ 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/wacollegeofagriculturedenmark 

CONTENTS 

Visit the College website to access  a 
wide range of information on-line.  

 Term Calendars 

 Planned Events 

 Farm Rosters 

 Photos & Facebook 

 Task Due Dates 

 
www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au 

http://www.instagram.com/wacollegeofagriculturedenmark


It’s taken a bit longer than usual this year, 
but thanks to some good regular rainfall 
over the past few weeks our paddocks now 
have their more familiar winter “sloshiness” 
about them.  Despite the late start to the 
season and our overall rainfall still being 
well down on average, we haven’t fared too 
badly and our pastures are in pretty good 
shape.   
 
By the time this newsletter reaches parents 
it will be Week 5 of Term 3 and our Year 
12’s, particularly those not sitting WACE 
exams, will only have a handful of weeks of 
their K-12 schooling left!  The year certainly 
seems to be passing very quickly – although, 
in my case, missing all of Term 2 touring 
around the Northwest on long service leave 
might have something to do with that.  I’d 
like to acknowledge the great work of Steve 
Swallow, Amanda Gaunt and Stuart Irwin 
who all ‘stepped up’ into higher level roles 
while I was away, and did excellent jobs.  
We’re very fortunate at Denmark to have a 
large number of staff with the experience 
and capacity to take on leadership roles. 
 
I’d also like to acknowledge the great work 
of Terry De Vos and James Skipper for taking 
on the Acting Farm Manager and Assistant 
Farm Manager roles respectively since the 
start of Term 2 in Fred Knight’s absence. It’s 
been a challenging period with the imple-
mentation of a new farm plan and the com-
mencement of new farm staff, but they’ve 
managed to ensure that our industry train-
ing and farming operations have continued 
on very smoothly. 
 
Fred Knight’s Retirement 
 
After close to 40 years of service in the De-
partment of Education, most of it here at 
WACoA Denmark in the role of Farm Manag-
er, Fred Knight has informed us that he will 
retire on the 30 August this month.  Fred has 
been in charge of the College farm for such 
a long period of time it seems hard at the 
moment to imagine the place without him.  
He will certainly take with him a body of 
knowledge and experience that will be hard 

to replace.  On behalf of everyone at 
the College – and, I’m sure, across the 
entire WA Colleges of Agriculture sys-
tem, we wish Fred all the best in his 
retirement.   
 
We have requested for the Level 6 Farm 
Manager position to be cleared for ad-
vertising and will hopefully run a selec-
tion process early in Term 4 with the 
aim of having a new substantive Farm 
Manager in place for the start of 2019.  
  
ATO Horticulture Position 
 
The College will also soon be readvertis-
ing the vacant full-time Agricultural 
Technical Officer Horticulture position.  
Our new farm plan aims to ramp up the 
College’s horticultural section and bring 
it to the forefront alongside our higher 
profile livestock enterprises: dairy, beef 
and sheep.   So this is an exciting oppor-
tunity for the right person to build on 
the great work Nigel Levinson has done 
over many, many years in our ‘Hort’ 
area and help us achieve that goal.  The 
position will be advertised on Jobs WA 
but please call me at the College if you 
would also like to discuss the position.  

 2018 Parent Survey 
 
It would be greatly appreciated if parents/
carers could find 10-15 minutes of their time 
to complete the online 2018 Parent Survey.  
Not many of us enjoy completing surveys 
but our annual surveying – particularly of 
parents – is one of the main ways we identi-
fy areas for improvement, and the things 
we’re doing well too, of course.  Feedback 
from the 2018 Parent Survey will be re-
viewed closely by College Staff and by the 
College Board as part of our annual self-
review process.   A copy of the survey will 
also be published online early in 2018. 
 
This year’s online parent survey can be com-
pleted by accessing the following link:  
https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/
fcgnwEYe 
 
LambEx 2018 
 
Those parents involved in the sheep indus-
try who went along to LambEx 2018 hope-
fully dropped in and caught up with some of 
our staff and students in one of the display 
booths.  
 
LambEx is a major program that attracts 
hundreds of people from all sectors of the 
lamb industry and the College’s marketing 
committee saw it is a great opportunity for 
the College to promote our educational  

From the Principal’s desk 
After close to 40 years in the Department of Education,  Farm 
Manager, Fred Knight will  retire on 30 August 2018... 

Below: Bernice Wanden and Jenna 
Wise in the exhibition booth at 
LambEx2018  

https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/fcgnwEYe
https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/fcgnwEYe


Kevin Osborne 

Kevin.Osborne@education.wa.edu.au 

program, particularly our ATAR pathway, 
over the 2 day event at the Perth Conven-
tion Centre.   
 
Open Day  
 
The College’s Open Day is fast approaching.  
While Open Day is our biggest promotional 
event of the year, when we ‘open our doors’ 
to the public and raise awareness about our 
unique educational program – and hopefully 
attract some new students in the process!  
It’s also a great opportunity for our school 
community, particularly our mums and 
dads, to come together, enjoy each other’s 
company and celebrate the terrific out-
comes of our students.  In fact, the reason 
we have our Open Day on the first Saturday 
in September is to link it with Father’s Day, 
the first Sunday in September, and try to 
make it a family day as well.  
 
Student Enrolments for 2018 
 
Last year we took our student enrolment 
out to a record 138 students and already we 
have 134 students ‘on the books’ for 2019.  
Given that we think 140 students overall is 
about our capacity, we are very close to 
being full for next year.  
 
In some other good news, we have recently 
successfully negotiated for an upgrade to 
our school bus service that delivers Day stu-
dents to the College to and from Albany 
(and places in between).  The current 24-
seat bus will be replaced by a 43-seat bus 
from the start of Term 4 this year.  This will 
help us maintain a student enrolment num-
ber in the 135-140 range in future years, 
keeping in mind that it is unlikely we will be 
able to increase our residential capacity in 
the near future.   
 
We have also requested that the bus arrives 
at the College at 8.00 am rather than the 
current arrival time of 7.00 am.  I am sure 
our Albany-based students would appreci-
ate a little bit longer in bed in the morning, 
particularly during our winter months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Principal’s desk cont... 

DR YES is a school based health initiative run under the auspices of the AMA (WA) 
Foundation. The program sends specially trained volunteer medical students into met-
ropolitan and rural high schools to have frank, open discussions on topics concerning 
youth health such as Drugs and Alcohol, Sexual Health and Mental Health.  

The underlying purpose of all the sessions is to help high school students make healthy 
choices in risky situations. The medical students discuss the issues high school students 
face with the aim of equipping them with the confidence and knowledge necessary to 
make that healthy choice. The sessions at the schools are fun, entertaining and in-
formative, helping to provide accurate information about topics that may not normally 
be discussed with a teacher.  

Dr YES is incredibly successful due to the fact that the messages are provided by medi-
cal students who are not much older than the high school students themselves. This 
helps students to develop an atmosphere of mutual respect and confidence. Dr YES is 
well supported by the medical faculties of the University of Western Australia and 
Notre Dame University.  



between  4.00 – 5.30 pm.  The next round 
of OLNA testing is in September.  For our 
Year 12 students it will be their last oppor-
tunity to achieve the required “Category 3” 
benchmark. 
 
2019 Course Selections 
 
2019 course selections for students moving 
into Year 11 or 12 will be sent out to par-
ents toward the end of this term.  This will 
give parents the opportunity to discuss the 
preferred courses and options their son or 
daughter wish to pursue up to and over the 
holiday period.  A reminder to parents that 
Kevin Osborne (Principal), Amanda Gaunt 
(HOD of Studies), and I are always available 
to discuss course selections with parents, so 
please don’t hesitate to contact either one 
of us if you need some advice.   
 
UWA Albany Open Day 
 
The College will be taking Year 11 ATAR stu-
dents to the UWA Albany Open Day on 
Thursday 23rd August, between 3pm to 
5.30 pm. This is an excellent opportunity for 
students to have a tour of the campus and 
receive advice on the range of courses 
offered at UWA Albany. 

From the Deputy 
Our Year 12 students have until Friday 19 October  to complete their  
school-based education programs at the College... 

 
I spoke to the Year 12’s recently and point-
ed out just how close it is to Graduation and 
the end of the College year. In reality they 
only have six College working weeks to the 
end of Term 3 and then two weeks in Term 
4. 
 
I also emphasised that some assessment 
tasks are completed in the final stages of 
the year and hence a concerted effort in 
Terms 3 and 4 can contribute greatly to the 
final outcome. 
 
This is most important for those students 
who might be sitting on the borderline of a 
lower grade. It would be of value if parents 
could reinforce the need to put in a big 
effort to the end. 
 
Year 12 Finish 
 
Our Year 12 students have until Friday 19 
October (the second week of Term 4) to 
complete their school-based education pro-
grams at the College. However, many of our 
Year 12’s who are not sitting for WACE ex-
ams may complete their education pro-
grams earlier than that date.  As soon as our 
Year 12 students finish their education pro-
gram at the College in Term 4 they are re-
quired to leave the campus. We will provide 
Year 12 students with a Clearance Form that 
will act as a checklist to make sure they’ve 
completed all of their course requirements 
before they leave.   
 
Work Experience 
 
The feedback from employers who provided 
work experience to many of our Year 11 and 
12 students in the last two weeks of Term 2 
was very pleasing.  I also feel that some of 
our students may have found employment 
and apprenticeship opportunities as a result 
of their work experience placement. Thank 
you to parents, work experience employers 
and  the wider College community for all 
your assistance with the work experience 
programme.   
 

Our Year 10’s will get their opportuni-
ty to do a block of work experience 
during the final two weeks of Term 4. 
 
OLNA Testing 
 
The second round of OLNA literacy 
and numeracy testing for those stu-
dents yet to achieve the minimum 
requirement will take place between 
27 August – 21 September. Results of 
the Round 2 OLNA testing will be avail-
able to schools in late November.  
 
College students completing the OLNA 
writing component must do so on  
either the 27th, 28th or 29th  of August 
due to the lead up to the College Open 
Day. These are the only days allowed 
for this assessment so students must if 
possible ensure their attendance dur-
ing the final week of August. 
 
Students who are completing Year 12 
this year and who do not meet the 
required standards in this round will 
still receive a Western Australian 
Statement of Student Achievement 
(WASSA) which provides a formal rec-
ord of what they have achieved during 
their secondary schooling.  
 
For these students, the Schools Curric-
ulum and Standards Authority (SCSA) 
will provide opportunities for students 
to sit the relevant components during 
any future rounds of OLNA. When stu-
dents have demonstrated the stand-
ards and they have met all the other 
requirements of the Western Australi-
an Certificate of Education (WACE) 
current in that year, they will be 
awarded the WACE. 
 
OLNA Numeracy Support 
 
All Year 11 and 12 students yet to 
meet the OLNA minimum numeracy 
requirements are encouraged to 
attend the support sessions being run 
by Mrs Hatch  on  Thursday afternoons 

Steve Swallow 

Steve.Swallow@education.wa.edu.au 



The ATAR scores and first round of offers 
will be released earlier this year, Monday, 
17 December and Friday, 21 December re-
spectively. Please refer to the TISC website 
(www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/tisc-
calendar-current.tisc) for further infor-
mation. Year 12 students will be receiving 
2019 TISC guides and online login details by 
the end of this week. 
 
Open Day 
 
The annual College Open Day will be held 
on Saturday 1st September. There will be a 
number of class based activities on during 
the day, including practical demonstrations, 
course and subject presentations with Col-
lege wine and produce for sale. We have 
also invited trade industries to attend to 
provide information to students and par-
ents. I would like to encourage all parents 
to attend and bring family and friends who 
may be interested in seeing an agricultural 
college in action. 
 
2019 Student Book and Stationery List – 
Campion Education 
 
Changes have been made to the ordering of 
student stationery and resources. As of 
next year ordering of these items will be 
completed on-line by the parent or caregiv-
er through the Campion Education website.  
 
A breakdown of the resources and their 
costs can be accessed online for each year/
learning group. Submitted orders will be 
delivered directly to the College at the start 
of the 2019 school year. Further infor-
mation will be made available in the 2019 
Charges and Contributions document. 

Amanda Gaunt 

Amanda.Gaunt@education.wa.edu.au 

2018 SHS Country Week 
 
It was a real joy in attending this year’s SHS 
Country Week and I would like to thank 
Brad Woodruff, coaches and staff for the 
countless hours invested in the preparation, 
training and attending the weeklong event. 
Student behaviour and participation was 
impeccable and I would encourage all stu-
dents to consider attending this worthwhile 
event for 2019.  
 
Congratulations to the Country Week stu-
dents on their sportsmanship, we had some 
pleasing results, especially the mixed touch 
rugby team who for the second consecutive 
year, were overall winners of their division. 
 
2018 Lambex Conference – 5 to 7 August 
2018 
 
Mike Hyder, Bernie Wong and I, along with 
four Year 11 ATAR students represented the 
College at the 2018 Lambex Conference at 
the Perth Convention Centre. Our students 
were exemplary ambassadors who took 
great pride in promoting our ATAR learning 
programme whilst networking with over 900 
national and international conference dele-
gates and trade industry professions.  
 
Denmark Employment, Education and 
Training Expo 
 
This Expo was held on Thursday, 9 August at 
Denmark Recreation Centre and it was a 
worthy opportunity for our Year 12 Ag Stud-
ies and Trade students who were provided 
the opportunity to network with local em-
ployment agencies, industry and training 
institutes. The event organised by the Den-
mark Chamber of Commerce facilitated a 
series of guest speakers from local business’ 
presenting relevant topics related to work-
place readiness. 
 
UWA Albany Open Day 
 
The Year 11 and 12 ATAR students have 
been invited to attend the UWA Albany 

From the Head of Studies 
A student progress report will be … 
From the Head of Studies 
The Year 11 and Year 12 students have been invited to attend  the  

University of WA Albany Open Day... 

 
Open Day on Thursday, 23 August from 
3pm to 5.30pm. Steve Swallow and I 
will be escorting the students to Albany 
with the opportunity to head out to 
dinner afterwards.  I encourage all 
ATAR students to attend as this is an 
excellent opportunity to develop a 
better understanding of the courses on 
offer (and their requirements), meet 
the lecturer’s and develop a sense of 
university lifestyle. 
 
Year 12 ATAR External Written Exams 
 
The Year 12 ATAR External Written Ex-
ams will take place at Denmark SHS. 
The Schools Curriculum and Standards 
Authority have recently published the 
External Exam timetable and our ATAR 
exams will be as follows; 

 
Tertiary Institutions Service Centre 
(TISC) applications, ATAR scores and 
offer round dates 
 
This is an important time of the year 
for our Year 12 ATAR students in apply-
ing for tertiary courses. TISC applica-
tions opened on Monday, 6 August and 
students have until Friday, 28 Septem-
ber to submit their preferences (a late 
fee of $160 will be applied after this 
date).   
 
 

Tuesday 30th Octo-
ber (2pm start) 

Animal  
Production 
Systems 

Wednesday 31st 
October (9.20am 
start) 

Plant  
Production 
Systems 

Thursday 1st No-
vember (9.20am 
start) 

English 

Wednesday 7th 
November (9.20am 
start) 

Maths  
Applications 

Friday 9th Novem-
ber (9.20am start) 

Biology 

http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/tisc-calendar-current.tisc
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/tisc-calendar-current.tisc


Country Week 2018 
 
Country Week was a great success, students 
and staff enjoying the week away from the 
College participating in sports and socialising 
at the accommodation venue. Denmark 
hosted a Paella night with Harvey Ag getting 
involved in a social night on the Wednesday 
night.   
 
The College won the Touch Rugby trophy for 
the second year running.  All other teams 
did very well this year.  ‘The Hub’ was a 
great success with having a central location 
for students to meet up in between games 
and during the lunchtime break.  Thank you 
to Denmark SHS for the loan of their mar-
quee; we have now purchased one of our 
own and look forward to using it at Country 
Week.   
 
Thank you to our students for representing 
the College so well; always happy, polite and 
participating to the best of their abilities, we 
cannot ask for anything more than that.  
 
Also a big vote of thanks to our volunteer 
coaches, Ethan Burton and Bryce Edwards; 
your help in the lead up and during that 
week is much appreciated.  
 
 

Residential Weekend Roundup 
 
5 students and 2 staff members trav-
elled to Pemberton for a Sunday trip to 
try out the bike park trails.  There are 
23 trails rated from easy to difficult/
extreme. The students thoroughly en-
joyed the day out and we hope to in-
crease our numbers for the next trip to 
the park with the likelihood of an over-
night stay.   
 
There are so many activities in our 
Great Southern and South West to do 
both on foot, horseback and bike.  We 
encourage the students to get involved 
in these activities to make them viable. 
  
On the College Facebook page I have 
posted my second ‘What’s Happening 
– residential weekend roundup’.  This 
weekly update will provide information 
regarding what has been offered to 
students over the preceding week and 
weekend and what activities we have 
actually achieved.  Please encourage 
your son/daughter to come out and 
explore the great outdoors with us. 
 
Leavers Jacket 
 

I have 5 jackets in my office; could par-
ents please check with their child to 
make sure their jacket has been col-
lected and if not please organise to 
collect and pay for this. 
 

From the Residential Manager 

What a memorable night for all…. 

From the Residential Manager 
On the College Facebook page I have posted “What’s Happen-
ing” a Residential weekend roundup... 

In each issue I will be presenting infor-
mation to assist with forward planning for 
2019. 
 
School Ball 2019 
 
The date for the College Ball will be set at 
the next Leadership Meeting. Following 
feedback from students and parents it does 
seem likely that the date will fall late in 
Term 1.  Once the date has been set I will be 
calling for students to be involved in the 
2019 Ball Committee to select a venue and a 
theme. 
 
Preparing Your Child for Boarding  Siblings/
new families boarding in 2019  
 
Some ideas and actions in the months lead-
ing up to going away that have helped oth-
ers include:- 
 

 Try to always speak positively about 
boarding school and all that your 
child can expect to gain from the 
experience.  They will pick up on 
your anxieties so prime yourself to 
be positive. 

 

 Talk through any fears or anxieties 
that your child might have and come 
up with solutions for helping to man-
age these once they become a 
boarder. 

 

 Discuss homesickness with your child 
and how they might manage this, 
and also try to think about how them 
going away may affect you too.  Dis-
cussing this openly will help them so 
that they will talk to you when they 
do travel this path. 

 

 If they don’t already know, teach 
them how to use a mobile phone and 
put the important family numbers in 
the phone together. 

 
 

Below: The College teams prepare for their 

Country Week 2018 journey.  

PLANNING FOR 2019  



Kelli Gillies 

Kelli.Gillies@education.wa.edu.au 

If students have lost an item of clothing 
please report it to the laundry staff. 
 
College Uniforms 
  
There are second hand uniforms available in 
the laundry and via our Facebook group 
WACoA Denmark – Buy and Sell – Second-
hand uniforms  
 
School Nurse 
 
Madeleine Blakers will be attending the 
College from 0730-0810 Tuesday to Friday. 
Madeleine will come and say hello in the 
dining room and see anyone who would like 
to be assessed. (i.e. Borders that have been 
unwell overnight). She will make her way to 
the sick bay thereafter to see any students 
that would like to drop in. 
 
School Psychologist 
 
Renae Davies is our Provisionally Registered 
School Psychologist for 2018; Renae will be 
on campus on Wednesday for any students 
who would like to make an appointment.  
Renae can help students with strategies for 
settling into boarding life, managing rela-
tionships, study habits and exam stress.  We 
would like to encourage students to use this 
valuable service.  Parents can contact Renae 
on a Wednesday at the College. 

 Teach them how to use a washing 
machine and how to iron their 
clothes.  They may need this even 
though their laundry is being done for 
them. 

 

 Make sure they understand personal 
hygiene and room hygiene. Boys often 
need to have the use of soap and deo-
dorant explained much more carefully 
than girls.  Girls will also need person-
al hygiene taught and explained, 
whilst boarding staff can help with 
this a chat from mum or dad is proba-
bly better. 

 

 Help them to develop the habit of 
making their own bed at home and 
keeping their room tidy- this will help 
immensely with the expectations of 
them in a boarding context. 

 

 Get them used to doing some home-
work or study time every night, read-
ing a book, or doing some online exer-
cises is better than nothing in the 
months before they go away.  Intro-
ducing academic structure into your 
child’s routine will help them manage 
the increased workload and demands 
of boarding school life.   

 
Begin to build their independence in whatev-
er way you possibly can – these skills will 
help your child immensely. 

Year 
10 

Move from supper to dorm at 
9.15pm  

Year 
10 

Preparations for bed – in bed 
by 9.30pm 

Year 
11/12 

Move from supper to dorm at   
9.15 pm 

Year 
11/12  

Preparations for bed – in bed 
by 9:45pm.  

Instagram  
 

The College is on Instagram!  
You can now follow us on Facebook and 

Instagram to keep an eye on what’s     
happening in and around the college! 

 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/
wacollegeofagriculturedenmark 

#wacollegeofagriculturedenmark  

Lights Out 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please note that students will have 
points deducted if they are up after 
“lights out”. 
 
Health and Wellbeing 
 
The College continues to provide sup-
port to students requiring doctors and 
other health related appointments. 
Where possible these appointments 
are made outside of school hours to 
minimise disruption to the school pro-
gram.  
 
For any follow up appointments with 
specialists the College asks parents and 
carers where possible to make these 
during school holidays.   
 
When students are ill in residence the 
College will provide immediate care 
and will arrange necessary medical 
appointments.  
 
To minimise the spread of illness all 
students who are unwell are required 
to remain in their rooms, eat after all 
other students and minimise contact 
with other students until recovered. 
 
If students are unable to participate in 
the learning program for more than 
one day the College will contact par-
ents/carers to discuss alternative care 
arrangements. 
 

Laundry 
 
Second hand clothing is available in the 
laundry. Check with Carol and Michelle 
our laundry ladies if you need to 
change sizes of clothing before buying 
anything new.  We welcome donations 
of the uniform (in good condition) as 
students leave the College.   
 
Clothing without name tags will be 
displayed on the table for collection 
when the laundry is staffed, otherwise 
it will be packed away until the follow-
ing shift.  A record of lost clothing is 
kept in the laundry.  

Residential cont... 

“REACH” App  
IS NOW ACTIVE 

 
You can download the REACH App. 
Please download the app today and 
start using REACH to submit  your leave 
applications.  

 

https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/reach-

student-and-parent-app/id1200701227?

mt=8 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/

details?

id=au.com.reachboarding.mobile&hl=en 

 

If you experience any problems, please 

don’t hesitate to contact the Residen-

tial Manager.  Thank you. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fwacollegeofagriculturedenmark&h=AT0rMBip4hv2dp24AB0hUBJ7WsHectS1TKAMnwBkxP4-4J1y3zTNyZMdmAQeazS5JZtv4cGd9yyY2PE89SmQ28XfMW5__wjCL8_5sIBZ4lLBb4m-wGXqNZg7A0j8JOo2CPuLEgdQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fwacollegeofagriculturedenmark&h=AT0rMBip4hv2dp24AB0hUBJ7WsHectS1TKAMnwBkxP4-4J1y3zTNyZMdmAQeazS5JZtv4cGd9yyY2PE89SmQ28XfMW5__wjCL8_5sIBZ4lLBb4m-wGXqNZg7A0j8JOo2CPuLEgdQ
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wacollegeofagriculturedenmark
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/reach-student-and-parent-app/id1200701227?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/reach-student-and-parent-app/id1200701227?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/reach-student-and-parent-app/id1200701227?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.reachboarding.mobile&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.reachboarding.mobile&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.reachboarding.mobile&hl=en


Pastures  
 
Finally winter has arrived in Denmark. In the 
past week we have actually seen water run-
off and our dams filling. In July we recorded 
219mm of rain and in the first 6 days of  
August 65mm of rain.  
 
The pastures that we have re-sown this year 
are looking really good and have shown 
good pasture growth rates, however all pas-
ture is still limited. This is partly due to the 
later break of the season as well as the ma-
jority of our pastures being Kykuyu-based, 
which do not show good growth rates in the 
cold weather. As part of our Farm Manage-
ment Plan we hope to continue to improve 
the pastures across the farm to fill our win-
ter feed gap.  
 
Sheep 
 
Those of you who have been driving past 
the front of the College will have noticed 
our stud Corriedale ewes are currently 
lambing, as well as some late season F1 
ewes. The students  assist in daily monitor-
ing this flock to make sure complicated 
births are attended to and the health of the 
lambs is optimal. 
 
Mr Bain and Mr Hyder took a number of 
students off site to Mr Greg Hambley’s farm  
to gain experience for the “identify and 
mark livestock” competency. This provides 
students more opportunity to learn the 
technique of lamb marking. We thank Mr 
Hambley for allowing us to come out to his 
property and help the College out.     
 
Viticulture  
 
At this time of the year when it is cold the 
grape vines on the College farm are 
dormant and it is time to prune them to 
encourage new growth for the coming  sea-
son. Our Year 10 students have been in-

From the Farm Manager  
Students from all years have been actively involved ... 

bage, Garlic and Coriander, so in the coming 
months the students can look forward to 
picking and processing activities. 
 
Perth Royal Show  
 
Preparations for the Perth Royal Show are 
underway with students busy training for 
the event. All being well we are planning on 
taking a team consisting of Corriedale rams, 
Corriedale ewes, 12 AWI Merino wethers, 
Trade steers, Simmental stud bulls and  Sim-
mental stud heifers.  
 
We will also have students training for the 
Farm Skills Competition and we are hoping 
to take 3 teams this year. 
 
Work Health & Safety—Farm Audit  
 
Being an educational facility we like to keep 
improving things on the College farm and 
staying current with associated industries. 
One of these areas is Work Health and Safe-
ty. We have a duty at the College to equip 
our students as well as staff, with current 
Work Health and Safety procedures. To  
ensure that we were doing this correctly the 
College had an independent company     
conduct a Farm Safety Audit. We were 
pleased that the majority of the findings 
were positive with some recommendations 
for improvements, which we will take on 

volved in the pruning process. This 
year to reduce the amount of hours 
spent pruning we hired a contractor to 
barrel prune the vineyard. This me-
chanically removes the excess growth 
on the vines and allows students and 
staff more time to get down to the 
finer details of pruning.  Also as part of 
making the vineyard easier to manage 
we hope to graft the vineyard to 2 va-
rieties, this will be done over the next 
2 years. In the coming months we 
hope to be grafting a block of our mer-
lot vines over to chardonnay. 
 
Dairy 
 
In the College dairy we have just re-
ceived the first calf of the season. If 
students are lucky enough they may 
see a calf being born and they can look 
forward to having plenty of interaction 
with the calves when feeding them 
over the next few months 
 
Horticulture 
 
Over the past couple of months things 
have also been busy in our Horticul-
ture section. A large number of 
plantings have been made with a vari-
ety of herbs and vegetables including 
Broccoli, Beetroot, Leek, Celery, Cab-

From the Farm Supervisor 
We are continuing to monitor animal health through a Cattle       

Surveillance Pilot Program... 

Right: Pruning the vineyard to encourage 

new growth for the coming season. 



Terry deVos  

Terrence.DeVos@education.wa.edu.au 

board and implement.  
 
Animal Health  
 
Another area in which we need to stay cur-
rent is animal health. With the new regula-
tions for Bovine Johnes Disease the College 
has registered the beef herd to be J-Bas8 
and the dairy to be Dairy Score 8. We have 
been working to implement this over the 
last 12 months and recently have had our 
herds tested for Bovine Johnes Disease. As 
presumed the beef came back with a nega-
tive test and we will hopefully receive a neg-
ative on our dairy test, due back soon.  
 
Another way that we are continuing to 
monitor our animal health is through a 
Cattle Surveillance Pilot Program. This is a 
program which the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development are 
trialling and the College was approached to 
be involved. This will require reporting ill-
ness or signs of ill-health in our cattle herds 
and we will also be alerted of any signs of 
disease and ill health in our area. In this way 
we will be informed of disease risk to our 
herds and know the signs to look for. 
 
Competencies 
 
With possibly only 5 weeks left on farm for 
some of the Year 12’s we are happy that the 
majority of them have completed their Cer-
tificate II in Agriculture.  
 
The students have put in a good effort and I 
would like to also thank Mr Scahill our VET 
Co-ordinator for the effort that he puts into 
co-ordinating the competency completion 
on farm.  
 
I would also like to encourage those who 
have not quite completed their Cert II to 
continue to put in a good effort. As staff, we 
are trying in every way to help students to 
complete their competencies.  
 
Don’t forget that if students would like   
assistance with theory questions that Mr 
Scahill is available on Wednesday nights 
from 7.00pm-8:30pm in the farm classroom 
to give students  extra  assistance. 
 
For those Year 11’s who would like to com-
plete Certificate III in Agriculture next year, 
Mr Scahill will need to get an expression of 
interest as soon as possible. Students will 
also need to make sure that they have fin-
ished Cert II by the end of this year, as we 
will not allow anyone to start Certificate III 

From the Farm cont... before they have finished the Certifi-
cate II.        
 
Reminder—Farm Rosters 
 
A reminder to students and parents 
that Farm Rosters are posted on the 
College website. 
 
  

Below Top Left: Jack Rowlands feeds a new lamb. Top Right:  Ben Rodgers crutches a 
sheep.  
Bottom:  Students are preparing for the Perth Royal Show where they will be involved 
in parading and judging. 

Above: Students from Year 10 Plant Produc-
tion Systems class in the greenhouse plant 
new vegetable seedlings 



nently reside in WA and have qualified 
for the Commonwealth Government 
Department of Human Services 
(Centrelink) Assistance for Isolated 
Children (AIC).  
  
Further eligibility requirements and 
the application form can be download-
ed from the College website: http://
www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/
enrolment/financial-assistance/ 
  
2019 Residential Accommodation 
Fees and BAHA Update 
The Department of Education Corpo-
rate Executive have set the 2019 Resi-
dential Accommodation Fee at 
$8,685.00 for the full year.  
In 2019, the Boarding Away from 
Home Allowance will reduce to $1,791 
for the full year. Pro-rata payment will 
continue to be made. 
 
Further Contact & Information 
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the friendly administration 
team or myself with any questions or 
concerns regarding your account at 
the College on (08) 9848 0200 or  

denmark.wacoa.finance 
@education.wa.edu.au  

From the Manager Corporate Services  

A reminder that all residential boarding fees need to be 
cleared... 

Craig Armstrong 

demark.ac.finance@education.wa.edu.au 

 

Convenient Payment Options Available 

Cheques & Money Orders Posted to PO Box 350, Denmark WA 6333 

Electronic Transfer BSB: 306 009 
Account: 0110895 
Bank: Bankwest Denmark 
Please use student name as reference 

Credit/Debit Card Credit card payments can be made in person at the  
College between 8am—4pm Monday to Friday 

EFTPOS EFTPOS payments can be made in person at the College 
between 8am—4pm Monday to Friday 

Personal Payment Plan Please contact the Business Manager on (08) 9848 0200 
or email Craig.Armstrong@education.wa.edu.au 

Outstanding Accounts  
  
A reminder that all residential boarding fees 
(first, second and third instalments) need to 
be cleared by the end of term 3, 2018. The 
Department of Education has a clear policy 
with regards to the payment of residential 
boarding fees: “Third and final instalments 
of residential boarding fees and College 
charges must be cleared prior to the com-
mencement of term four" 
 
Year 11 and Year 12 student accounts are 
required to be settled in full by 19 October 
2018 (Year 12) and 16 November 2018 (Year 
11) at the latest. 
 
Parents and carers who are currently in 
breach of this policy or their boarding 
agreements and do not have a current pay-
ment plan in place, will be contacted by 
myself in the coming weeks. 
 
A big thank you to those parents and carers 
who are up-to-date with their accounts. 
  
Boarding Away from Home Allowance 
(BAHA) – AIC Recipients 
  
This final allowance for the year closes on 
30 November 2018. This allowance is only 
available to parents/guardians who perma-

Craig Armstrong 

Craig.Armstrong@education.wa.edu.au 

Scholarship Update 

Don’t forget you can read all about 

the College operations and 

achievements in the 2017 Annual 

Report, located on the website  

under the publications tab.  

www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au 

2017 Roundup 

The WA College of Agriculture-Denmark is 
one of the leading agricultural colleges in 
Western Australia advancing agricultural 
education for over 70 years. Each year the  
College approaches leading institutions in 
the agricultural community to support the 
College’s Scholarship Program.  
 
This program recognises the outstanding 
achievements amongst individuals attend-
ing the College and encourages students to 
consider their future career options in the  
agricultural arena.  
 
Scholarships and awards are presented to 
students at the graduation ceremony each 
year.  
 
Planning has already commenced for this 
year’s program and information relating to 
the available scholarships and application 
process will appear in the next newsletter 
and on the College website. 

http://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/enrolment/financial-assistance/
http://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/enrolment/financial-assistance/
http://www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au/enrolment/financial-assistance/
mailto:denmark.wacoa.finance@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:denmark.wacoa.finance@education.wa.edu.au


 Notice Board 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS 

COMING! 

School photo day will be on  
Monday 27th August 2018.   

 
Every student has received a Kapture 
Photography order envelope with 
their     Semester 1 school report.   
 
The recommended method of order-
ing your photos is online through 
Kapture’s website as your payment is 
secure and can be easily verified at 
any time.  
 
All students will be photographed indi-
vidually on photo day for school ad-
ministration records AS WELL as in-
cluded in their class group photo avail-
able for purchase to all families.  
 
Should there be any reason why your 
child should NOT be included in the 
photo shoot –please contact the 
school office. 
 

UWA Albany Open Day 
 

Thursday 23 August 2018 
3pm – 5.30pm 

35 Stirling Terrace,  Albany 
 

Parents, teachers and students are invited 

to visit the UWA Albany campus to find out 

about study opportunities available at The 

University of Western Australia. UWA advis-

ers will be on hand to provide advice and 

information on entry requirements, courses, 

study options and scholarships. Information 

will also be available on financial support for 

students and affordable student accommo-

dation. Visitors can tour the facilities to get 

a taste of university life. 

More information at : 

 
uwa.edu.au/albanyopenday  

albany.centre@uwa.edu.au or  
phone 9842 0888. 

The Association will be participating in 
the College Open Day on 1st Septem-
ber, alongside the Historical Society. 
Life membership and Honour Wall 
forms will be available on the day. 
Come and talk to us – we look forward 
to meeting you. 
 
Students from 1952 – 1956 are having 
their annual reunion in Bunbury from 
17th to 21st October.  
 

Regards to you all 
Don McCausland 

Chairperson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VacSwim  

Enrolments for VacSwim are now 
open and families can enrol 
online.  Further information and 
details of fees, locations and how 
to enrol are on our website at  

https://
www.education.wa.edu.au/

enrolling-in-vacswim 

 

Old Collegians Assoc. 

Despite many attempts calling for younger 
past students to fill positions of the Old Col-
legians Association, we haven’t had any tak-
ers. We encourage you to be part of the 
association now, otherwise it could fold and 
that would be a shame and very sad. Regis-
ter your interest at hisylvi@bigpond.com  
 
We also encourage all past students of DSA, 
DAJHS, DADHS, DAC and WACOA to become 
life members and to have their name added 
to the Don Sheed Honour Wall. It only costs 
$50 for each.   
 
There are 141 names on the wall so far and 
the subscriptions received go into a trust 
fund for the annual scholarship awarded to 
the College. We would like to be able to 
offer two scholarships as well as a proposed 
extension to the Honour Wall, a memorabil-
ia cabinet or room and other projects to 
benefit the College. 
 
The Old Collegians Association invites you to 
be part of this. Make it happen for the cul-
ture, history and tradition of the college and 
recognition of your attendance and the be-
ginning of your career. We invite you to for-
ward your email address to hisyl-
vi@bigpond.com so that we can have a da-
tabase in place to forward news via the col-
lege newsletter. If you know a school mate 
who would be interested, please send their 
details as well. 
 
The Committee thanks Wendy Sutton (nee 
Gardiner), a past student of DAJHS 1953-
1954, for her continued help and support in 
promoting the Old Collegians Association. 
Wendy lives in Denmark and actively en-
courages other past students to put their 
names on the Honour Wall. So far, ten   DA-
JHS past students from Denmark have re-
quested a name plate. 
 
Kevin Beal has been a spectator at SWFL 
games this season (along with myself). Kev-
in’s son, Stephen, is a past student from 
2004-2005. He will be playing his 100th 
game for Donnybrook on 12th August and 
we will be there to cheer him on. Also play-
ing for Donnybrook is Brendan Guidici, a 
student in 2008-2009. John Hearman, past 
student 2001-2002, also played for Donny-
brook and his father is the current president 
of the club. 
 
 

mailto:uwa.edu.au/albanyopenday
mailto:albany.centre@uwa.edu.au
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/enrolling-in-vacswim
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/swimming-lessons
mailto:hisylvi@bigpond.com
mailto:hisylvi@bigpond.com
mailto:hisylvi@bigpond.com


Upcoming Events 

872 South Coast Highway 

Denmark WA 6333 
 

08 9848 0200  ph 

08 9848 2997 fax 

Denmark.AC@education.wa.edu.au email 

www.denmarkag.wa.edu.au  web 

W e e k  M o n  T u e  W e d  T h u  F r i  S a t  S u n  

5 AUG 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

6 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

7 27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 31 1 2 

8 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Term 3 2018 

WA College of Agriculture—Denmark 

HOME WEEKEND 

All Classes 
Start 
8.00am  

17 Aug  Katanning AWI 
 
27 Aug  School Photo Day 
 
1 Sep  OPEN DAY 
 
2-4 Sep Home Weekend 
 
5 Sep  Classes re-commence  
  8am 
 
6 Sep  Yr 11 PPS Newdegate 
 
21 Sep  Board Meeting 
 
 
 

AWI Katanning 

 

Yr 11 PPS 
Newdegate  

Photo Day
  

HOME WEEKEND 

Primary Aware-
ness Day 

OPEN 
DAY 


