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Principal's Report
Parents and carers also watched student sporting events which were held after
lunch...
It’s beginning to look – and feel – a great deal more like winter on the South Coast with a
succession of cold fronts coming in from the Southwest and some substantial rainfall over
the past few weeks. Pasture production has been very pleasing at the College for this time of
year; hopefully other agricultural areas are getting much needed rain as well.

Agricultural Advisory Committee
One of the most important committees in the College’s organisational structure is the
Agricultural Advisory Committee. This is made up of a group of local industry experts who
regularly volunteer their time and expertise to advise the College on the management and
operations of the College Farm. Earlier this year one of our members Murray Montgomery
who provided valued guidance and advice with the College viticulture enterprise made the
decision to resign his position on the committee after a period of 26 years. We are very
pleased that Mr Alex Taylor from Poachers Ridge Vineyard was nominated and accepted the
appointment to join the College Agricultural Advisory Committee. Alex has already made a
significant contribution at Agricultural Advisory Committee meetings and his experience in
viticulture and willingness to support the College’s agriculture program is highly valued.

WA State Show Jumping Championships
Willow Donohoe and her horse Echo achieved a First Place for Jigsaw Pairs 70cm and Third
Place for Special Two Phase 80cm at the WA State Show Jumping Championships held at

the State Equestrian Centre in Brigadoon recently. They were very competitive classes and
Willow and Echo have only been working together for about a year. Echo is an ex-racehorse
and joined the Donohoe family with bucking, anti-social and challenging behaviour. Echo
attends School with Willow every Tuesday as part of the College Equine program and
together they have formed a close working relationship. Willow has done an amazing job
preparing Echo for local events and the State Show Jumping Championships.
Annika Stone and CJ Hill also performed very well at the event and were very pleased with
the way their horses performed on the day. The girls were able to support each other
throughout the competition and look forward to more eventing in the future. The State
Equestrian Centre (SEC) is Western Australia's premier equestrian sport and multipurpose
events facility. It's wonderful to see our students competing there.

Country Week
We are all very pleased that Country Week is back in 2021 after being cancelled due to
COVID in 2020. At the moment we have 46 students attending and we will be fielding the
following teams: Mixed Touch Rugby, Girls Netball, Girls Volleyball, Boys Volleyball and Boys
Basketball. The teams have prepared well for the event and can look forward to a successful
and enjoyable week in Perth. Our thanks to Brad Woodruff and Kelli Gillies for their
organisation and coordination of the event and College staff Nat Hutchinson, Dane Carter,
Leon Durrant, Bernie Wong, Jenny Scahill, Eric Bogensperger and Vicky Day for their
involvement and support of Country Week 2021.

2022 Student Enrolments
As I said in the previous newsletter, the College’s Deputy Principal, Amanda Gaunt, and I
have been busy interviewing prospective students for 2022 on most Tuesdays and Fridays for

the past several weeks. Given the very strong demand for places I would urge anyone who
is thinking of trying to secure a place for their son or daughter to do so as soon as
possible. Application forms can be downloaded from our website.

Last Week of Term
While some of our Year 10’s will be participating at Country Week during the last week of
term, the majority will remain at the College and continue their educational program. The
College teaching and training staff have put together an excellent alternative program which
will see all Year 10’s spending at least half the week completing workplace learning on the
College farm and getting the opportunity to further develop their skills and knowledge
toward achieving their Certificate II in Agriculture. Six of our Year 12 students enrolled in the
Certificate III in Agriculture will also be on site for the last week of term working on the
College farm. We will finish the week with an early close at 2.10 pm for all students.

Parent Lunch & Sporting Event
Thank you to the parents /carers who joined us for lunch on Friday 4 June before the leave
weekend. With the 2.10 pm finish on the Friday before the home weekend, there was an
opportunity for parents/carers picking up students to arrive a little earlier, have lunch at the
College and socialise for an hour or so. Parents and carers also watched some student
sporting events which were being held after lunch between 12.30 and 2.10pm. Our thanks
also to Brad Woodruff for organising and coordinating the sporting events and teaching /
training staff who assisted throughout the afternoon. We are planning to hold a similar event
in Term 3.

COVID Guidelines
The Premier, Mark McGowan announced on Sunday 20th June that Western Australia will
move further out of COVID -19 restrictions to Phase 5 from Wednesday 23rd June 2021. This

will mean some changes to the cleaning and sanitation requirements in the College.
Recently we have been able to make some changes to College COVID requirements
including allowing students to access their own drinks in the dining room and allowing an
increased number of students (maximum of 3 students) in rooms in residence.

Training Update
A Competency Achievement Update will be included with the Semester 1 Report for the
parents or guardians of Year 12 students. This report shows the number of competencies
students have currently completed in the various industry qualifications they are enrolled in
at the College and how many they still need to complete to achieve the qualification. Please
be aware that students may have completed the majority of the training and assessment for a
number of competencies but recognition of these competencies will only appear when they
are fully completed.

Commencement Term 3
A reminder to parents that Monday July 19 – the first Monday of Term 3 – is a School
Development Day and a Travel Day for Residential students to return to the College.
Parent/teacher meetings are also planned from 1.00 – 3.00 pm in the College dining room.
Appointments with teachers/trainers can be made using the Schools Online Booking
System: www.sobs.com.au

Year 12 Finish
Our Year 12 students have until Friday October 22nd (the second week of Term 4) to
complete their school-based education programs at the College. They are really moving into
their final term of their secondary education. Please encourage your son/daughter to work
hard and achieve to their full potential over the next few months. There is still significant time
to ‘catch up’ on lost time and improve subject grades and complete Vet qualifications. I wish
our 2021 Year 12 Class all the very best for the remainder of the school year and look forward
to Graduation day on the 19th November 2021.

Early Finish Friday 3 July 2021- End of Term 2
The College learning programme will continue to 2.10pm on Friday 2nd July and resume
8.10am on Tuesday 20th July. The College is providing an early close of 2.10pm on Friday 2nd
July to allow students and parents to travel home during daylight hours.

Deputy Report
Students have been given the opportunity to take part in Albany Innovate...
Albany Innovate Project
The Year 10 HASS and Year 12 Career and Enterprise students have been given the
opportunity to take part in the Albany Innovate Project, facilitated by Worklink WA. The
purpose of the program is to inspire students and develop a culture of innovation and
entrepreneurship. It underpins developing the region’s economy, exports and local jobs.
Particularly for students, it’s to inspire them to be entrepreneurial and see and understand
business career pathways in the region.
Students have attended information workshop sessions where they have been practising
entrepreneurship and critical and designing thinking. The College will host the pitch event on
Friday 25 June where students will be showcasing their innovative concept in the presence
of a panel of local business owners. Successful students will be provided an opportunity to
further develop their concept through mentorship and seed funding of
$1,000, plus the opportunity to pitch for another 2 x $5,000 and then another 1 x
$10,000 in seed funding to further develop their business concept.

Year 12 Hospitality Students
Our Year 12 Hospitality Studies students attended South Regional TAFE (Albany) on Friday
28 May to enhance their barista and customer service skills. To further develop these skills,
students will be making speciality coffees during morning tea, which staff can purchase. The
students are also selling a selection of home cooked meals to staff at the end of their
hospitality lessons.

Last week Term 2
All Year 11 and 12 College students must be involved in either Country Week or Work
Experience in the last week of Term 2. Year 10 students will have a choice of attending
Country Week or participating in a modified learning program at the College. It is important
parents/guardians realise that if students are not involved in any of these activities they will
be marked absent from school for the week with an unacceptable reason.
Year 10 students remaining at the College in Week 10 will have the opportunity to be involved
in training and assessment for a number of competencies from the agricultural training
package. They will be participating in optional courses including Equine, Metals and
Engineering and Automotive. Teaching staff are also organising some excursions that will
relate to and complement what students have learned in class.

Semester 1 Reports

This is a busy time for teachers and instructional staff, finalising assessments and student
reports. Semester 1 Reports will be uploaded to Connect and emailed home. The first round
of OLNA results will be included in the report. Students who have not passed the OLNA in
Literacy and/or Numeracy will have another chance in September. For our Year 12 students
this is the last school-based report they will receive and may be highly influential in gaining
employment or further training next year.

Parent/Teacher Interviews - Day 1 Term 3
A reminder to parents that Term 3 classes commence on Tuesday 20 July at 8.10 am.
Monday July 19 will be a School Development Day and will include Parent/Teacher
interviews from 1.00 – 3.00 pm in the College Dining Room.
We will be using the online SOBS booking system which can be accessed via the following
link. Please note bookings will not open until July 2 after reports have been emailed

home.

Head of Studies
Students gave the Junto Dinner Club the thumbs up...
Junto Dinner Club
On 27 May, International Biodiversity Day, several students were invited to the Junto Dinner
Club held at Pepper & Salt Restaurant. Guest speaker Gary Muir, talked about the South
Western portion of WA, which is identified as a Global Biodiversity Hotspot. Gary holds
awards for WA Golden Guide and National Eco-Guide and is a natural ambassador for the
region.
What is the Junto Dinner Club? Junto Dinner Club was named after Benjamin Franklin who
formed the first club in 1727. "The club focusses on building social capital and knowledge
with a ‘think global act local’ philosophy. Following the United Nations Calendar, it brings
expert speakers to build connections, educate and inspire community leaders across a broad
section of occupations." Ref: Rural & Regional Economic Solutions.

Study Tour 2021
This year Study Tour will take place from the 6th-10th of December staying at DARE
Adventure Camp near Dwellingup. Tours will include visits to a number of agricultural and
industrial enterprises between Denmark and Dwellingup, including Manjimup, Bunbury,
Collie, Harvey and Mandurah.
All Year 10 students will be offered the opportunity to attend this educational camp in the
South West Region. Educational outcomes will centre on exposing students to agricultural

enterprises and employment opportunities that exist in this region of the state. Cost to
students will be $300 per person, with an optional activity of Splatball at $35 per person.
Proposed itinerary:
Pemberton Freshwater Research Station

Koombana Beach Bunbury

& Trout Hatchery Tour
Manjimup Heritage Park & Giant Playground

Time Zone Bunbury

DARE Adventure Camp Dwellingup

Cinemaplex Bunbury

Harvey Beef Processing Plant Tour

Last Slice Pizza Night Bunbury

White Rocks Historic Farm Tour

C-Wise (Recycling Organic
Carbon) Tour

Collie Replica Underground Mine Tour

Mandurah Town Walk

Abseil & Rock Wall Climb – DARE

Dolphin & Scenic Marine Cruise

Movies Under the Stars & Popcorn

Splatball - DARE (optional activity)

Patane Produce (Horticulture) Tour

Orienteering - DARE

TAFE Bunbury – Tour of Job Skills Centre & Career

Commando Obstacle Course –

Opportunities

DARE

Southern Ports Bunbury Tour

Night Walk - DARE

Semester 1 Exams & Tests
A number of tests and assignments have been completed or will be finalised in Week 4, so
hopefully students have made an extra effort to revise for these tests and completed final
assessment tasks to a high standard.
Please continue to encourage your child to revise for these major assessments. The midyear exams are also a great opportunity to prepare for the end of year final exams and can
have a large weighting on their final grade. However, some of these exam marks will not be
included in Semester 1 reports due to the late scheduling of the exams.
The Year 11 and 12 ATAR students will complete their final Semester One exams in Week 10
of this term. Please encourage your son/daughter to set time aside to prepare for these
major assessments.

Exam timetable and revision sessions are as follows:
Wednesday 23rd June – Year 11 and 12 Plant Production Systems. Revision sessions for
English will occur on Wednesday 23rd June period 5 and 6.

Thursday 24 June – Year12 Biology 8.10-11.50am; Year 11 Biology 12.30-3.00pm
Thursday 24th June – Year 11 English
Friday 25th June – Year 11 and 12 Animal Production Systems
All exams will commence at 8.10am and finish at approximately 11.50am except Year 11
Biology which will start at 12.30 and finish at approximately 3.00pm. In accordance with the
WA College of Agriculture-Denmark Assessment Policy, all students studying ATAR courses
must sit the exam on the day/time specified. The only exception to this requirement will be if
the student has a medical certificate from a doctor confirming that the student was too
unwell to participate on the day.

Fodder Crop
Tucana Oats have been planted for the fodder crop trial being conducted on the College
farm. This oat variety is late maturing and suited for grazing, hay and silage production.
The main aim of the trial is to provide Year 11 and 12 Plant Production students with the
opportunity to be involved in the establishment and management of an oaten hay/silage
crop. The crop will be grazed at least twice before being locked up for hay or silage in
Spring.

Students preparing to seed their paddock of Tucana Oats.

Viticulture
Students have been busy filtering and bottling the Pinot Noir which was picked from grapes
in the College vineyard.

Tree Planting
Year 11 Plant Production students have been busy planting various trees and shrubs in the
Denmark Shire lime pit. This has been a long-term partnership with Mark Parre who works
for the Shire of Denmark, rehabilitating sites within the local area including the coastal
foreshores and disused gravel pits.
Over the pasttwo terms students have collected various seeds from the coastal areas near
Ocean Beach, propagated seedlings and completed other nursery work. Now with the
recent rain we are replanting the lime pit and Lights Beach redevelopment.
It is good to see students actively involved in their local community and I would like to thank
the Shire of Denmark for their on-going support of the College.

A suite of photos is available for viewing on the College Facebook page.

Last Week of Term 2
All the best to our students who are competing in Country Week and to our Year 11 and 12
students participating in work experience. The College is running an educational program
which is compulsory for our Year 10 students who are not participating in Country Week.
I would like to thank the staff and students for a productive Term 2 and wish everyone a safe
and restful school holiday.

Around the College
Beesy Students
We celebrated World Bee Day with our bee students learning about the important role bees
play as pollinators in agriculture - contributing to increased crop yields and food production
and how vital it is for their preservation. A sentiment shared by those celebrating World Bee
Day.
In the Cert II in Agriculture (Bees) our students attain competencies which can lead to a
career in the industry... Whether it be opening and re-assembling a beehive to carry out
routine bee husbandry, building the skills and knowledge required to use a bee smoker, or
assembling and maintaining beekeeping components to extracting and bottling honey…it’s
all in a day’s work for our bee keeping students.

Farm Workshop

Assessment is an important skill. Before starting a tractor, students use their training in
workplace observation to identify any potential issues. Daily inspection is the norm with
checks on everything from fluid levels to tyres, wheels and batteries, to oil pressure and
lights, just to name a few. Ensuring that the general condition of machinery is well
maintained, ensures safety in the workplace.

Forestry Skills Training
With the cooler weather upon us, Mr. Adams has been busy in the woodlot. Students are
receiving training for their Forestry units of competency, which include: Select Trees for
Tending Operations; Fell Trees; Trim and Cross Cut Felled Trees, delivered with the
production of firewood. The trees are relatively large but poorly formed Rose Gum trees that
have been selected to be culled from the wood lot at the offal pit.

Science Investigation
The Lab has been busy with Mr. Calcraft's Year 10A and 10B Science class creating models
of fossils in clay. They are investigating the possible links between fossil formation and
evolution. Fossils have been found to be an important source of investigation, as they can
show that life forms were very different in the past, when compared to life forms today.

Conservation & Land Management
Year 12 students undertaking Cert II Conservation & Land Management as part of their
studies took to Lights Beach to participate in a dune restoration project. They have
commenced revegetating the dunes as part of the Lights Beach Upgrade.
Students will continue to work at Lights Beach for the remainder of the term, planting out the
carpark areas. Such tasks forms part of their practical assessment for "Carry out Natural
Area Restoration Works" and "Planting Trees and Shrubs".
Mark Parre, Revegetation Officer with the Shire of Denmark instructed students on the
process of transferring and planting native grasses to control erosion.

Residential Manager
The College Ball will be held in Spring this year...
Country Week
The Country Week squad is heading off mid-morning on Sunday the 27th June 2021.
Students will be travelling in their sports uniform. The grooming and jewellery rules still
apply for students while at Country Week. Students and staff will be attending the closing
ceremony on Friday 2nd July 2021 unless they are flying out of Perth that morning. Parents
can collect their student from the parking area (you will see the College coach and buses)
after the closing ceremony. A staff member is required to remain with the students until pick
up by parents. We require parents to be at the venue as close to 2.15pm as possible as staff
will be returning to Denmark that afternoon.
45 students will travel as a team in College buses to Perth on the Sunday, departing the
College at approximately 10am. Lunch will be provided during transit. We will be travelling
on Denbarker Road to Mt Barker and from there to Perth along Albany Highway. There will be
various stops en route for refreshments and toilet breaks. Various stops on Albany Highway
may include, Mt Barker, Kojonup, Williams, and North Bannister.
As Friday 2nd July, 2021 is the last day of term, students will be able to depart directly from
Perth with parents, picking up at HBF stadium no later than 1.45pm. Return travel will need to
be organised with Country Week Coordinator: Ms Kelli Gillies, no later than Friday 25 June,
2021.
College buses will be returning to Denmark on Friday 2nd July, 2021, departing Perth (after
the closing ceremony) at 1.45 pm arriving in Denmark approximately 8.30pm. Students

returning to Denmark will require a parent/guardian to be available to pick them up from the
College when the bus returns (mobile communication on the day will confirm arrival time).
Please submit your leave arrangements for Country Week into REACH.
Parents will be able to pick up their son/daughter en route from Perth to Denmark e.g.
Williams, Kojonup, Mt Barker etc. It is imperative that parents/guardians are at the drop off
point at the arranged time to avoid delays. Please discuss returning home travel with your

child as soon as possible so arrangements can be made.

College Ball
The College Ball will be held in Spring this year. Mark your Calendar now for Friday 10th
September, 2021. We are flagging this with parents/carers now as September is a very busy
month with Open Day (4th September) Travel Day (7th September) back for the Ball (10th
September). So, should you need to make travel and/or accommodation arrangements, you
can book well ahead. The warmer months also attract a lot of tourists to Denmark and we
want to make sure you don't miss out. More details about the Ball will be released in coming
months.

REACH - Extra Detail in the Notes
Early departure on REACH. If your child has an appointment that requires an early
departure from the program, please provide details of this information in the notes of
REACH. A phone call to the college would also be appropriate if your child is missing
classes.

Uniforms
Students are required to wear their class uniform when they are walking or being
transported in to town after school, Monday to Friday, for shopping purposes. Students are
not permitted in town or in the shops in their blues or sports uniforms. If students are
walking in to town they must be in pairs or in a group. Students are not permitted to walk by

themselves into town.

Leavers Jackets
As many of you would be aware, the Leavers Jackets should arrive either during the term
break or just after we return in Term 3. The delay was caused due to the cut-off date having

to be re-opened several times due to late orders. The plan for next year, is to get our current
Year 11’s to finalise their design in Term 3, 2021. A letter will go out to parents in Term 4,
2021 with a link to place the order, and there will also be a Facebook post with the link to the
Reform site for orders to be placed.

Lost Property & Laundry
The laundry has a large number of clothing items in their lost property. We have tried various
different ways for students to claim their items however the pile is not diminishing. We ask
parents/carers, if you are at the College for any reason, please take the time to speak with
our laundry ladies and check the lost property for any clothing that your child may be
missing.
Our laundry staff have made a request that students take their clothing to the laundry in small
lots every day rather than accumulating their washing. Students are over-filling their laundry
bags, which is causing multiple issues for laundry staff. Could parents please remind their
child to be respectful of the ladies and turn their washing in the right way, socks etc and sort
it into the bags provided in the laundry. Carol, Marie and Nang do an amazing job in the
laundry so all reminders to students by parents would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.
Clothing without name tags will be displayed on the table for collection when the laundry is
staffed, otherwise it will be packed away until the following shift. A record of lost clothing is
kept in the laundry. If students have lost an item of clothing, please report it to the laundry
staff.
Second hand uniforms are also available in the laundry. Check with our laundry ladies if you
need to change sizes of clothing before buying anything new. We welcome donations of the
College uniform (in good condition) as students leave the College.

Reach Installation
We still have some students who are not using Reach due to outdated phones and/or
devices. However, you can log on through a College computer and use a browser to access
Reach. Parents, if you are having issues with the App, please log on through your browser
and/or approve leave via the email you receive, once your child has submitted a leave
request. Please note….I will not approve last minute leave. Please have your leave

organised prior to the weekend.

Health & Wellbeing
The College continues to provide support to students requiring doctors and other health
related appointments. Where possible these appointments are made outside of school hours
to minimise disruption to the school program. For any follow up appointments with
specialists, the College asks parents and carers where possible to make these during school
holidays. Please contact the College if your child has any medical imaging needs before
appointments are made in Albany.
When students are ill in residence the College will provide immediate care and will arrange
necessary medical appointments. To minimise the spread of illness all students who are
unwell are required to remain in their rooms, eat after all other students and minimise
contact with other students until recovered. If students are unable to participate in the
learning program for more than one day the College will contact families to discuss
alternative care arrangements.

Medication
A reminder that we require students to hand in any medication that they have to residential
staff where medication is recorded, stored and administered from the Residential Office.

Travel Arrangements - End of Term
The College will organise travel arrangements for end of Term 2 so please advise the College
of your child's travel arrangements. The College will book outward travel, however return
journey is booked by the parent/guardian. This must be booked to arrive early afternoon,
preferably into Denmark. Late arrival will incur a pick up fee (if the student is arriving into
Albany) of $100.00. If your child is participating in Countryweek, please refer to the article
(above) for specific information about travel for that event.

Student Services
Jobs, Career Information, Well-being, Scholarships, Student Policy, find it here...
Tutoring & Homework Help
There is a Facebook group that you can join to access local tutor information. Please contact
the College if you would like more information regarding this.

Careers for School Leavers
The Australian Government National Career Institute hosts a School Leavers Information

Service. Looking for more tailored career support or guidance? Are you aged between 15
and 24 years?
call 1800 CAREER or 1800 227 337
text SLIS2020 to 0429 009 435
email schoolleavers@dese.gov.au
Information officers will help you:
navigate the School Leavers Information Kit,
access and use the Your Career website and
find relevant support services if needed.

CBH Harvest Casual Work 2021

The following is a call for CBH casual harvest work 2021. This contains application
information and QR code to the CBH website. Please note that only students that will be
17yrs+ on October the 1st 2021 will be able to apply (17yrs with Parent/Guardian approval).

Scholarship

Apprenticeship Opportunity

New Resource
We have two copies of the following resource available for loan in the College library.

Term 3 Planner

Vehicle Forms
Prior to any student vehicle/motor cycle being brought to the College please ensure all forms
are completed and up-to-date and that any vehicle or motorbike that comes on to site has
been approved. Quad bikes will not be approved as part of our recreational motor cycle
program.

School Psychologist
Bree Crocket is our Registered School Psychologist. Bree will be on campus on Thursdays
and every second Tuesday for students who would like to make an appointment. Bree can
help students with strategies for managing relationships, study habits and exam stress. We
would like to encourage students to use this valuable service.

College Chaplain

Leon Durrant is the College Chaplain. Leon is on campus every Wednesday and is not only
here for the pastoral care of students, staff and parents, he also co-ordinates the College
motorbike riding program every Wednesday afternoon and is currently training our Touch
Rugby team in preparation for Country Week.

Outreach Service
Operating three days per week, Andrew Talmage at Denmark Youth Outreach provides early
intervention support to young people who may be in crisis or experiencing a difficult journey
through adolescence. The program provides:
Mentoring, relationships and information to enhance young people’s health and
wellbeing
Advocacy, referrals and support to access specialist services, including AYSA
homelessness services
Referrals are accepted through Denmark Senior High School via the Student Services
Coordinator or directly from individuals/families, partner agencies, health related services
and youth related organisations. This service is funded by the Shire of Denmark and
managed by AYSA.

Farm Manager
The farm has been busy as usual...
As we enter June and the winter chill is upon us, I wonder where half the year has gone
already. The Farm has been busy as usual with calving and lambing adding to the daily
responsibilities. The beef cattle have finished calving with very good results and minimal
losses.

Cattle
The cows have been synchronised for breeding and have been inseminated using a variety
of quality bulls. At the outset we used an Angus bull called Moe over the maiden heifers.
This bull has a very low birthweight and fast growth rate and is well suited to these young
cattle. Following this we inseminated twenty-five second calving cows to another Angus sire
from the Coonamble Stud in Bremer Bay. This Bull Q209 has a low birthweight, exceptional
growth and especially high milk figures. We would sincerely like to thank the Pratt Family of
Ballawinna Angus for their kind donation of the semen for this insemination.
We then selected thirty of the largest and strongest cows from the commercial herd and
inseminated them with a Black Limousin Sire called Marydale Hammertime. This is a large,
long heavily muscled Limousin bull, which over these mature cows will produce some very
well muscled progeny. The semen from this sire was donated by Mr Kevin Beal from
Shannalea Limousin and we would like to thank him for this donation.
A Canadian bull called Guerro was used over the stud Simmental herd with one round of AI,
then our Stud Bull was put in to join the remaining cows.

Sheep & Wool
Mr Schulz has been very busy during the recent lambing season. Pregnancy rates were very
high and there are lambs everywhere. With minimal losses and very few difficult births it has
been a successful term. Even throughout the very wet and cold conditions livestock losses
were minimal. This was not only surprising, given the conditions with almost 80 mls of rain
and cold, but very pleasing. Mr Schulz will begin lamb marking while the lambs are still small
and easier for the students to lift into the cradle.
Selected students will be participating in the Certificate III in Wool Handling course later in
the term. TAFE trainers will visit the College and put the trainees through an intensive
session on the industry.
We recently acquired an old traditional rectangular wool table much to Mr Schulz’s delight. It
had been in a farmers shed for twenty years and we were fortunate to have it donated by a
past student. The rusty frame was sanded back by students and coated with linseed oil
restoring it back to near original condition. I am sure this old table will appreciate the touch
and smell of the fleeces as they roll over the grating once again.

Dairy
Mr Frankam-Eades and Mr Marney have been very busy co-ordinating the smooth operation
of the dairy and its herd. Multiple strip grazing systems are rotating the Milkers onto the best

green feed we can offer, with additional supplement of silage to maintain high production.
The calves are gradually being weaned into the paddocks while the calf shed is cleaned and
prepared for the next batch due in August.

I would however make note that the dairy and its system is not without its challenges, both
physical and electrical. I would like to commend both Dairy Training Officers for overcoming
these challenges; putting the enterprise and the students training first, to achieve the
highest possible level of operations.

Equine
Mr Jones and students have recently erected three steel horse shelters in the equine
paddocks. Made from RHS, patio tubing and Colourbond sheeting, they will provide shade
and shelter for the Student’s animals. The students have been involved in the manufacturing
and construction of the shelters from raw materials. The frames were constructed in the
workshop area and then moved to their locations for erection. It was good to see students
engaged in the process and enjoying the end results.

Horticulture
Production in the Horticulture area has been busy with all the winter vegetables being
planted and harvested recently. The tomato harvest has been huge with produce supplying
the kitchen and local shops.
The avocado grove is looking fantastic with trees growing quickly and grove maintenance
such as mowing and spraying up to date. There is a lot of fruit developing, but they are not
expected to really produce for another year. Fruit will be harvested and supplied to the
kitchen for smashed avo breakfasts and the surplus sold to local and Perth based markets.

Farm
Progress has been made with the Harris Block Development which is situated across the
highway from the College. Six hundred metres of trenching has been completed, laying
water pipes to a 25,000 litre tank, which will feed several water troughs. Students completed
the pipe laying and fittings to the tank. A solar powered pump has been positioned on the
dam wall and is being used to pump water to the tank.

A gravel road has also been constructed over some very wet ground and new culverts
installed. Approximately one hectare of area has been deep ripped and mounded in
preparation for planting a wide variety of native trees.
As we approach the half way mark of 2021 I am very pleased with the progress of ongoing
projects and the involvement of students gaining valuable experience in these areas.

AI Training

Manager Corporate Services
A gentle reminder
Residential Accommodation Fees
A gentle reminder that the first and second instalments of the Residential Accommodation
Fee should be paid in full prior to the commencement of Term 3.
This does not apply to parents and carers who are on an approved payment plan or are in
receipt of the Assistance for Isolated Children where payments are directed to the College.
A big thank you to those parents and carers who are up to date with their accounts.

Remaining Student Allowances & Subsidies 2021
If a particular allowance or subsidy applies to your situation, please complete the associated
application form and return to the address indicated on the form. If you have not received a
copy of the allowance forms, please visit:
If you would like a paper copy, please let us know.

Boarding Away from Home Allowance (BAHA) $1,477
The Department of Education makes available a student Boarding Away from Home
Allowance each year to families with children attending primary and/or secondary school
and boarding in residential accommodation.

The allowance consists of two components:
Agricultural Special Subsidy which applies to all students in residents who are not in
receipt of Assistance for Isolated Children (AIC) from the Department of Human
Services (Centrelink).
AIC Subsidy which applies to all students who are currently in receipt of AIC from the
Department of Human Services (Centrelink).
BAHA Agricultural Special Subsidy Applications close 30 July 2021.
BAHA AIC Applications close 26 November 2021.

Employment Opportunities
Do you have experience and/or a passion for agriculture and want to show our students
how farming works?
WA College of Agriculture – Denmark are seeking to establish a pool of Technical Officers

Agricultural Instruction for fixed term (full-time or part-time) and casual vacancies
which may arise.
Technical Officers – Agricultural Instruction assist with maintaining enterprises on
the farm which may include livestock management, dairy, pasture management,
horticulture, land care, mechanics and infrastructure maintenance.
Do you have what it takes to make our school shine and prepare high quality meals?
WA College of Agriculture – Denmark are seeking to establish a pool of Domestics for fixed
term (full-time or part-time) and casual vacancies which may arise.
The Domestic undertakes general cleaning, catering or laundry duties across the College
and boarding facilities, ensuring that a high standard of health, safety and hygiene is
maintained. Duties concentrate on one of the above areas; however, the Domestic may be
required to assist across all areas as needs arise.
For further information, visit:

Further Contact & Information

As always, please don’t hesitate to contact the friendly administration team or myself with
any questions or concerns regarding your account at the College on (08) 9848 0200
or denmark.wacoa.finance@education.wa.edu.au.

Old Collegians
Honour Wall names have slowed down - We need to get cracking...
Hello all,

Vale Noel Bentley - Past student 1948-1949
Noel passed away on 9th May 2021, just 17 days short of his 88th birthday. His funeral was
held in St Johns Anglican church in Capel, which I attended both as a friend and on behalf of
the Old Collegians. Noel grew up in Capel where his parents had a dairy farm and he
attended Capel State School, where he either walked barefoot or rode his horse about 6km
each way. Noel was good at athletics and he finished his schooling at Denmark School of
Agriculture in 1949. Noel returned to the farm before doing National Service training in
Swanbourne and Northam, which he finished in 1955. I grew up with Noel, knocking around
with others and playing football for Capel. He acquired the nickname ‘Dagwood’ because he
was thought to resemble the comic strip character.
Noel met Jan James, a local Capel girl, and married on 11 April 1959. They had four children –
twin girls and two boys. They moved to Ludlow when they obtained a milk quota in 1970 and
built a six a side herringbone dairy, which they handed over to their son Allan, when they
retired in 1995. They enjoyed travelling until it was too difficult to get around and moved to a
unit in Capel in 2015. Noel eventually moved into Tuia Lodge in Donnybrook, where he
stayed until his passing.
We extend our sincere sympathy and condolences to Jan, Gordon, Leanne, Karen, Allan and
families. May he rest in peace.

Vale David Squire - Past student 1951-1952
As mentioned previously, I have received David Squire’s story through the courtesy of his
son, Stephen. David was born in 1935 to Margaret and Walter Squire who were storekeepers
in Mt Barker. They had purchased their first farm in 1938, thinking it would be a safe place to
hide if invaded by the Japanese and even buried stores in readiness.
David attended Mt Barker Primary School before going to Wesley College in Perth. He didn’t
enjoy the experience, mostly because he had no interest in sport. After completing Year 10
he decided to go to Denmark School of Agriculture in 1951. Here he was in his element, he
was made a Prefect in 1952 and graduated with a diploma. He returned to the farm and took
on the huge job of clearing trees, as only one quarter of the land was pasture. He joined
Junior Farmers and the Agricultural Society to make friends and connect with the
community...friendships that lasted a lifetime.
He met Norma in 1955 and they married in 1958. After their honeymoon, he presented her
with a freshly slaughtered lamb to be cut up which welcomed her to country life...but had not
been part of her plan. They were married for 62 years and had two sons – Stephen and
Shawn.

David was president of the Mt Barker Agricultural Society for many years and was awarded
Honorary Life Membership and Patron. He was a founding member of the Great Southern
branch of the Stock Horse Society and was a Classifier for many years, as well as a member
of the State Management Council. He was made a Life Member in recognition of his service
and after 40 years of helping at the Perth Royal Show was awarded Volunteer of the Year.
In 1998 David and Norma were approached to join a stock horse heritage ride around
Australia to promote the Australian stock horse. It involved two teams leaving Broome, one
travelling South and the other, North. They relayed the Australian flag and messages of
goodwill along the way to the Lord Mayor of Sydney. David drove a truck, shifting and setting
up camp along the way. Halfway into the trip, David and Norma went back to the farm to help
put in a crop. They returned to the ride and this time did some of the riding themselves. He
believed it was one of the best things they ever did, had fond memories and made new
friends.
David’s relaxation and sport was fishing, almost always with Norma, at Emu point, Albany,
Exmouth and Denmark. He loved the farm, his home for over 60 years. His family and friends
described him as a very kind and gentle man and set a great example in life, "never say a bad
thing about anyone."
Once again, we appreciate the family for providing us with this history which I’m sure will be
enjoyed by all reading it. A life well lived.
Warrick Jones and Brian Greenslade attended the funeral in Albany representing the Old
Collegians. We extend our deepest sympathy to Norma, Stephen. Shawn and their families.
May he rest in peace.

Vale Trevor Badger
Although Trevor didn’t attend Denmark, both his father and uncle did. Norm Badger (past
student 1951-1952 and Prefect in 1952) and uncle Neville Badger (1944-1945) who was
School Captain). As previously reported, Norm passed away in December 2020. We extend
our sincere sympathy and condolences to Trevor’s wife Deborah, son Riaan and daughter
Chelsea, his Mother, Mary and all the Badger family and the community of Pingrup on your
sad loss. May he rest in peace. I will endeavour to get Norm’s story in due course.

Army Cadet Corps
Residential Manager, Kelli Gillies’ report – Lest We Forget – reported on the laying of the
Anzac Day wreath by the College, maintaining a long tradition. It was also appreciated to
read again about how the school began in 1942. It reminded me of the events that took place
during my schooling there in 1953-1954. We had an Army Cadet Corps. A group of 8 cadets
were selected plus the Under Officer and we trained for three months to provide a guard of

honour for Anzac Day at the War Memorial. F C Smith, one of the finest and most prominent
farmers in the district and a World War I veteran, trained us every Monday evening to drill
perfection with commands and 303 rifles for the service. We received commands from the
Under Officer with rifle positions and order stands, including Rest on Your Arms Reverse and
Salute, to pay respects to our fallen servicemen and women. This was the School’s
contribution to the RSL and district.
In 1954, the school began to form a guard of honour for the Queen’s visit to Albany. We were
to stand at the roundabout at the top of York Street but unfortunately our participation was
cancelled due to a polio outbreak.

Past Students
I recently had a call from Barry King (past student 1955-1956 ) advising that he was in Broken
Hill on his travels and had looked up Ray Giblett (past student 1954-1955 ). He, along with
partner Rita and Ray and Helen Giblett, went out for dinner. We have met Rita at reunions but
not Helen so it was good to see them all together.

I recently met Max Horn, and through him, his son Matthew (past student 1990-1991) and
from him, contacts for past students 1989 -1991. They will be contacting their fellow
students to promote the Old Collegians Association. It became evident that there are many
past students who have no idea what is happening at the College or with the Old Collegians.

We need email addresses and/or phone numbers so that we can send newsletters and,
in particular, promote membership of the Old Collegians Association.
Our ‘Denmark girl’, Wendy Sutton collects and distributes 50 to 70 College newsletters to
past town students and staff. She recently received a thank you letter from Margaret Waters
of Kulin. Her deceased husband, Neville Davies, was a student in 1951-1952 and school
captain. Thanks and well done Wendy who keeps up the good work of promoting the history
and tradition of the School/College.

Denmark Historical Society
Bev McGuiness has recently published a book called ‘A History of Aussie Rules in Denmark
Western Australia’.
Bev is very active in the Denmark Historical Society and has put together an amazing
collection of photos and stories of the Denmark Walpole football club. It is very interesting
so I would encourage people to purchase a copy. Congratulations Bev on a job well done.

Honour Wall
A reminder - Honour Wall names have slowed down. We need to get cracking to generate
funds for infrastructure, the annual scholarship etc. to benefit College students. Your name
plate recognises your attendance forever, so please contribute.
Contacts are: Wendy Sutton 0419 048 694
Marjorie Morrison 9848 1633
Delys Ravenhill 0427 408 051 or
Contact me direct on 0428 526 398, email: hisylvi@bigpond.com.
Last but not least – if you have any news to report, please advise me via the above contact.
Remember, no news – no article.
Until next time.

Important Dates
Please take note ...
Work Experience
21 June - 2 July
There will be work experience in the last two weeks of Term 2 for Trades & Ag Studies
students. (Or Country Week in the final week).

Country Week
28 June - 2 July
Country Week or normal program for Year 10 students.
Year 12 ATAR students and all Year 11 Students can do Country Week or Work Experience.
Nominated students will be doing the Cert. III Wool Handling at the College.

End of Term 2
2 July
End of Term 2

Commencement of Term 3
19 July Parent/Teacher meetings will be conducted between 1.00-3.00pm in the College
Dining Room. We will again be using the online sobs booking system which can be accessed
via the following link: https://sobs.com.au/pt/parent.php?schoolid=857
20 July

Classes commence at 8.10am for all students.

